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OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S REPORT…….
It has been a difficult 18 months for the Society in many ways; the most obvious being the closing down of normal life for
many and the ensuing anxiety caused by the Covid-19 Pandemic.
A Special General Meeting was held on 22 February 2020 for the purpose of altering the Constitution regarding the date
for payment of membership fees. The change accepted by Fair Trading now means that all membership renewals will fall
due on 1st July each year. The meeting was followed with a most informative workshop given by society member Sharon
Brennan on “Blogging & Genealogy”. We were fortunate to have Sharon to talk to us as this was to be our last and only
workshop in 2020.
Because of Covid-10 and following the Society’s March Committee Meeting, our research rooms were closed for members’
research from Tuesday 17th March; planned workshops and seminars were also cancelled. During the closure, a number
of Committee members worked behind the scenes to keep members informed and our finances in shape. Journal Editor
Sharon Ingersole was able to produce, print and distribute “Genie-Allergy” throughout the year; all would agree that
they were the highest quality. Secretary Maureen Joyce kept in touch with members during lockdown through her
informative and cheery weekly emails including offers of research assistance to members with their ‘brick walls’. These
were much appreciated by members. Treasurer Jane Gow had open heart surgery just prior to the Covid-19 Lockdown
and then slower rehab due to Covid regulations. Jane will now have a well deserved retirement from the Committee and
the Treasurer’s role which she held so capably for so many years. Assistant Treasurer Lyn Brotherton will now
take over the position of Treasurer and the finances of the Society. Lyn deserves much praise from the Society for her
obvious skills and her willingness to do so much extra. She was also responsible for managing the Exchange Journals.
Bev Salter willingly took on the position of Membership Secretary which has required onerous and continuous work and
deserves many thanks. Our new permanent badges required considerable organization. The change of date for membership
renewals has also required ongoing work by Bev and Lyn. A special thanks to Monitor Co-ordinator Maggie
Heffernan for her dedicated work especially in getting monitors back in the rooms after lockdown. The rooms reopened
Tuesday 7th July for members’ research with considerable changes due to health regulations which Maggie carefully put into
place. DNA Co-ordinator Diane Smith continued with her eager group once permission was given to use the
Curran Centre monthly. She has also spent much time in the rooms assisting these members with their research. Stan
Gordon has been involved in many roles over the past 18 months all for the benefit of the Society and we are so grateful
that he keeps the computers in working order. All of the other Committee members are to be thanked for their involvement
in many supportive ways.
Unfortunately, during the latter part of 2020 there were problems on the Committee and we were sorry to see several
members resign from their positions. I as then President, am deeply sorry that there were misunderstandings and hurt and
I would like to thank all Committee members for their time spent on the Committee, some over many years. The Committee
roles benefit all members, are very necessary and keep the Society functioning smoothly.
The Rose Avenue complex has been sold and the new owner has informed us verbally that he has signed a 3 year lease
with Coffs Harbour City Council for the Training Room and our rooms. It is envisaged in the future, the FHS will be
in the Local Studies area of the Library in the proposed new Cultural and Civic space. The incoming Committee will
have discussions with Enzo Accadia of the CHCC (Section Leader Community Projects) regarding a Memorandum of
Understanding for the future.
In August 2020 we received permission from the Dept. of Fair Trading to defer our usual September AGM to September
2021 but the Committee voted to call the deferred AGM for 27 February 2021. At this meeting I moved a vote of
thanks to Jane Gow for her many years of service to the Society in variious Committee roles; I would like to acknowledge
especially her many years as our highly efficient Treasurer keeping the finances in order and her finger firmly on the purse
strings. Jane, we wish you continued improved health and thank you so very much. These flowers are a small token of
the Society’s gratitude for your stellar and loyal service.
Rosie Doherty
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS, CONTACT DETAILS ETC.
Memberships are due for renewal on 1st JULY each year

Renewal forms were sent out with the June Newsletter and from now on you will be issued with a
membership badge replacing the current membership cards. Badges will display your name and
membership number and if required prior to the renewal of your membership, they will be available
for $6.50 with a pin or $7.50 with a magnet. If you are interested, please let Bev Salter or Stan
Gordon know. When renewing your Membership:
1. A completed membership form MUST be completed for all payments made. Be sure to complete
Section 2 with your Membership type, how you would like to receive your quarterly journal, sign
the form and show the method of payment. Note: The completed form is used to ensure our records
are kept up to date and therefore it is vital we receive a form to cover all membership payments.
2. Membership will now be $45 a single and $60 a double.
3. Payment methods:
(a) Cash is payable only in person at our Research Room.
(b) Cheque is payable in person at our Research Room or by mail to
PO Box 2057, Coffs Harbour 2450.
(c ) EFT/Direct Deposit: BSB, Account No., etc. as details on our membership form
and you must quote your member number and/or name at the time of payment.
(i) Online through your financial institution; OR
(ii) In Person at a BCU branch (Bananacoast Credit Union).
Following payment by EFT/Direct Deposit, IT IS ESSENTIAL that a copy of the completed
membership form be emailed, mailed or delivered to our Research Room. Renewed
membership badges will be placed in the Badge Box on the Admin Desk in our Research Room
for your collection if you haven’t included a stamped addressed envelope with your renewal.

___________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER

A warm welcome to our new member. We hope you will make yourself at home and find us to be a
friendly and helpful group. Don’t be afraid to ask the Monitors on duty for help – they will do their
best to steer you in the right direction with your research.
PAM TIMMINS-KEEN

2.

No. 1996

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A MEMBERS’ INTEREST GROUP?

If you are interested in the formation of a Group relating to another area of research (other than
DNA), the Committee will be pleased to hear from you - email coffsgenie@gmail.com. Possible
Groups could be of a country (e.g. Irish), a particular family history software program (e.g. Legacy
or Brother’s Keeper), Convicts, FamilySearch, etc. When the Society forms an Interest Group, a
convenor or joint convenors will be appointed to the Group and each Group formed by popular
demand would be for members only, meeting on a regular basis, time and place (possibly once a
month), with the aim to help participants in that specific area of interest.
•
•
•

If you are interested in an Irish Research Group, please contact
Maggie on mheff.1940@gmail.com or Rosie on rdoherty1@bigpond.com
If you are interested in a My Brother’s Keeper please contact
Jim on walledcity@live.com.au
If you are interested in getting involved in the Cemetery Transcription Project, please
contact Sharon on shaz@ingersole.com

Please contact Stan if there is any other area that may be of interest to you.
______________________________
DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
from Diane Smith - DNA Special Interest Group Convenor
The DNA Special Interest Group will be meeting again this year, commencing Monday 1 st March.. It
is open to all financial members of the Society. If you have recently had your DNA tested or received
one as a Christmas present coming along to our meetings is a great place to start finding out about
your results. The group provides a friendly and informal forum to help you understand and interpret
your results in a more comprehensive way. The group meets from 10am-12noon at the Curran Centre
in Gordon St Coffs Harbour. There is a small charge to cover room hire and please remember to bring
your own laptop. Wi-Fi access available. As the kitchen at the Centre is closed you will need also
bring your own morning tea.
From Diane………”.Welcome to a new year of DNA discoveries. I hope you’ve had some time over the
break to learn more about your DNA and put into practice some of the tips and techniques you have learnt
over the last couple of years.
Our start date for this year will be March 1 as I was unavailable on Feb 1 which would have been our usual
starting date. Time and place are the same. 10am to 12 noon at the Curran Centre Gordon St Coffs
Harbour. Some COVID conditions still apply; the same ones as everywhere we go. The group will still be
restricted to 10 people each month so that we can adhere to the social distancing regulations and we will
continue to bring our own morning tea.
I have sent this to all DNA group members on my list. If you do not wish to be part of the group anymore or
receive emails please let me know and I will remove you from the list.
Finally I’d really like to know what you would be interested in learning this year. There are many different
things to learn about DNA and I’d love some feedback on topics as this would help me with preparing
lessons each month.
Thanks to all DNA group members for your support over the last 2 years and I look forward to sharing your
DNA journey in 2021”
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Diane Smith at dilin.smith@gmail.com
3.

SCANNING SERVICE FOR MEMBERS
The Society is offering this service to members who would like their old photos, slides or negatives
digitised. Stan Gordon has offered to assist members by doing the scanning. He would prefer that
members go to his home at Toormina and take their photos, negatives and slides as well as a USB drive
so the scanned images can be saved to the USB. The cost of this service is 50 cents per image which
will be added to our Society’s funds. If you would like to take up Stan’s offer, please phone him on 02
6658 7955 or email him at stngordon@gmail.com to arrange a suitable time. If you have large
documents, such as foolscap BDM certificates or newspaper pages up to A3 size, etc., you are able to
scan them using the A3 Book Edge Scanner we have in our room. This Scanner is now installed on the
WIN7 computer and the scanner unit is on a trolley under the bench ready to wheel out and use. The
scanned images will be saved to the computer and then can be copied to your USB drive or you will be
able to print them. As our Society’s printer is an A4 one, the scanned images are reduced in size to fit
but if you would like to have them printed as A3, you will be able to do this at a print shop. Please ask
the monitors on duty for assistance.
____________________________________________

A ROMANTIC WEDDING!
Seldom, if ever, has a wedding taken place under more difficult and more romantic circumstances
(writes the St. James Gazette of December 9) than one which came off the other day at Chatham Hill
Gaol, a few miles distant from the town of Marion, in Virginia.
A few minutes before midnight on November 18, a buggy was driven to the walls of the gaol. It
contained Miss Mollie Downes, aged 18 years (one of the most pre-possessing young ladies in the
district), her brother (Mr. Thomas Downes), and a Minister.
On arriving at the prison, young Mr. Downes stood upon the seat of the vehicle, and Miss Mollie
Downes climbed upon her brother's shoulders, grasping a strong hand which protruded from between
the bars of the gaol window. The minister then, also perched upon the seat, recited in an impressive
manner the marriage service, uniting the young lady to James Fauntleroy, the owner of the hand in the
window. When the ceremony was concluded some little inconvenience occurred owing to the bride
persisting in kissing and crying over the bridegroom's hand, until her brother reminded her that she
weighed 1251b., and that he was beginning to feel exhausted. Mrs. Fauntleroy at last reluctantly
descended from her elevated position, and the buggy was then driven off at a rapid pace.
It seems that Mr. Fauntleroy is in prison for an alleged attempt to murder a farmer, by the name of
Dugan, who was his rival for Miss Downes' hand.
It was at first thought that Dugan was fatally injured, and as Miss Downes would, at the trial, be the
only witness, it was arranged that she should marry Fauntleroy, so that she could not be compelled to
testify against him. It was not until the next morning that the fact of the marriage was made known to
the town constable, who was so disgusted at being out-witted that he at once took to his bed, where by
latest accounts he remains in a state bordering on a coma.
Trove Newspapers
Clarence & Richmond Examiner and New England Advertiser 2 March 1866

__________________________
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Do you have an interesting story or an article to share? Include photos if you have them as they
always add interest. You may want to share humble origins, or a grand adventure, wars, marriages or
even why you became interested in Family History in the first place, If you do, I would love to hear
from you. Please contact me on shaz@ingersole.com
__________________________

The Good!
Laurence John Halket L.R.C.P. (1849-1887)
Laurence John Halket, was the second youngest son of David and Mary Halket, and was born in London on
12 September 1849 and the birth was announced in The Sunday Times, 16th September 1849. He
was baptised at St Helen’s Church within Bishopsgate, London. When Laurence was born his father was 56
years old and at the peak of his business achievements but just over 4 years later his father filed for bankruptcy
– a case which takes many years to resolve.
The 1861 census shows that Laurence was attending school and living at 2 Gresham Street, Newcastle-uponTyne. In November 1864, when he was about 15 years old, he was attending Edinburgh University at the Old
College, South Bridge, matriculating in an ‘Arts’ subjects of natural philosophy and natural history. He then
went on the University of Durham’s College of Medicine in 1867 and on the 10th May he was a successful
candidate in the Chemistry section and was awarded a Medal and 1st Certificate of Honour from the
Newcastle College of Medicine. In the Easter Term of 1868, at the University of Durham he passed his First
Examination for the Licence in Medicine and the Degree in Mastery in Surgery. By the early 19th century,
the four Scottish universities Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and St Andrews were the leaders of medical
education in Britain. The University of Edinburgh’s faculty of medicine was pre-eminent and its aim was to
produce a generalist physician and surgeon (who later might become a specialist). A great international
centre, it also attracted students from England and other parts of Britain because Oxford and Cambridge were
in decline. When he was just 21 years of age he was working at the Newcastle Infirmary and it was at that
time he was granted his licence to practice. On the 17th October 1870 the Royal College of Physicians of
London held an extraordinary meeting and announced that Laurence, having conformed to the bye-laws and
regulations, and passed the required examinations, was “granted a Licence to practice physic, including
therein the practice of medicine, surgery and midwifery”. The granting of his licence was published in The
Lancet and the British Medical Journal.
It is interesting to note that in 1865 Elizabeth Garrett Anderson started practicing as Britain’s first female
doctor. She qualified via the Society of Apothecaries when medical schools refused to admit her. She and 5
other women began studying for a degree course from Cambridge in 1869. Cambridge did not let women
graduate with degrees until 1948 and was the last English university to do so.
On 16 March 1867. Joseph Lister writes on antiseptics in ‘The Lancet’ and whilst Regius Professor of Clinical
Surgery at Glasgow University, he began experiments designed to reduce high hospital mortality rates from
septic inflammation. Working on French biologist Louis Pasteur’s germ theory, he used carbolic acid as an
antiseptic barrier on patients, reducing mortality on a male accident ward from 45% to 15%.
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Despite initial scepticism, Lister’s methods were refined and then widely adopted. He is regarded as the
founder of modern surgical practice. This would have had a great influence on Laurence and his future career.
After working at the Newcastle Infirmary for 6 months Laurence decided to emigrate to Australia. His father
had gone bankrupt in 1855 when Laurence was just 6 years old and by 1861 his parents had separated and
his father died in 1864. When Laurence left England in 1871 his mother, four sisters and two brothers were
still living in Newcastle so one has to wonder what reasons he had to make such a massive decision.
He caught the clipper ship “J M Joshua” on the 9th May 1871 from the East India Docks in London
which arrived at Port Philip Bay, Melbourne on the 31st July and after 2 weeks in Melbourne he caught the
steamer “You Yangs” to Sydney.
In October he applied to the New South Wales Medical Board to be registered as a Legally Qualified Medical
Practitioner of New South Wales and subsequent to a meeting of the NSW Medical Board, on that day, he
was granted his certificate, No: 701. As soon as he was registered to practice he travelled to Newcastle, New
South Wales, which is coastal town about 160 kms north of Sydney. Could he have been attracted to go to
Newcastle just by the name – the English coal town which he had just left?
He was first reported in the Newcastle Chronicle, on the 25th November 1871, regarding an accident at the
Lambton Colliery whereas a teenage boy working there had his arm nearly severed by a wire rope.
In NSW, the number of registered medical practitioners leapt from 284 in 1850 to 691 in 1892. In Victoria
in 1862 (after the discovery of gold in the 1850s produced a dramatic increase in population), there were 335;
in 1881 there were 454. In Australia, medical schools were ultimately opened in the new universities in
Melbourne (in 1862), Sydney (1883) and Adelaide (1885). The first female student was admitted to medicine
in Sydney in 1885.
Medical politics were intense. The outlawing of practice by unorthodox practitioners proved to be an
unattainable goal. In the latter half of the 19th century, doctors saw chemists as unfair competitors for
patients. The main medicopolitical struggle was with the mutual-aid friendly societies, which funded basic
medical care for a significant proportion of the population until well into the 20th century. The organised
profession set out to overcome the power of the lay-controlled societies in imposing an unacceptable contract
system on doctors, even if, historically, the guaranteed income was an essential condition of practice in poorer
areas. Sydney Infirmary was opened in 1816 to replace the old hospital accommodation at Dawes Point. It
was known as the “Rum Hospital”, because it was constructed by a contractor whose payment took the form
of a license to import spirits. The Sydney Infirmary of colonial times was the predecessor of the modern
Sydney Hospital, and the direct descendant of the first hospital at Sydney Cove (1788).
About the middle of 1872 Laurence returned to Sydney and was appointed one of the House Surgeons at the
Sydney Infirmary in Macquarie Street. Obviously, he had made quite an impact on his patients in a very short
time in the Newcastle area as the above notice confirms. He was listed in the Sands Directory in 1973 at the
Sydney Infirmary and in 1875 in the N.S.W. Medical Directory. In December 1875 Laurence commenced
his private practice from his home in Wynyard Square and advertised the fact under “Business Cards” in the
Sydney Morning Herald. Conveniently, he lived only a short walk away from the Sydney Infirmary in
Macquarie Street. At the Annual General Meeting of the Sydney Infirmary and Dispensary of 8th February
1876 he resigned his position as House Surgeon and his appointment was confirmed as District Surgeon.
As numerous newspaper reports have him working in Sydney until late 1880 we may presume he failed to
take up the appointment of District Surgeon and operated his own practice from Wynyard Square and at some
time during the next 4 years he was made an Honorary Surgeon at the Sydney Infirmary.
In February 1876 a murder trial took place at the Central Criminal Court in Sydney whereas the accused was
put on trial for murder by stabbing. The victim suffered non-life threatening wounds and was admitted to the
Sydney Infirmary where after a short stay he contracted blood poisoning and died. A number of doctors,
including Laurence, gave evidence that in their opinions the deceased would not have died if he had not been
admitted to the Infirmary.
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When giving evidence, the reason Laurence stated was that “the wounds were slight ones, and in all
probability the man would not have died if he had not been in the Sydney Infirmary”. The judge asked
Laurence if, in his opinion, the hospital had killed him to which Laurence replied “It was a secondary cause”.
The other doctors gave similar evidence basically saying the Infirmary was an unhealthy place and not a fit
place to treat patients.
In April 1876 he was appointed as the Medical Officer for the No. 8 Boyne Lodge, a Protestant Benefit
Friendly Society On the 12th November 1876 he placed an announcement under Public Notices in the
Sydney Morning Herald stating that owing to ill health he will be out of town for a month and Dr. McQueen
would attend his practice in Wynyard Square. Then on the 17th be boarded the S.S. “Tasman” sailing to the
Port of Hobart Town and returned to Sydney on the 11th December. It appears he realised that his health was
still not the best and on his return he placed a notice in the Sydney Morning Herald seeking a seeking a boy
to do house work and on the 29th December he placed a further notice looking to rent rooms in his house at
Wynyard Square. In 1877 he was listed in the medical journal, Medical Bibliography, Practitioners Abroad,
which listed his past and current positions and noted he was also a member of the Linnean Society of New
South Wales which was founded in 1874 to stimulate interest in all branches of the science of natural history.
It is one of Australia’s oldest, and among its leading scientific societies to promote “the Cultivation and Study
of the Science of Natural History in all its Branches”.
In early January 1877 Laurence, with three other doctors, attended a house in Windmill Street by Summerbell
Wharf at Miller’s Point in the Rocks area, and confirmed a diagnosis by the Health Officer that one of the
daughters of the Holden family was suffering from smallpox. which was reported in the The Maitland
Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser. On the 16th October 1878 in the Sydney Morning Herald a
notice was placed stating he had been selected as Surgeon for the Wesleyan and Protestant Union Benefit
Society. In 1878 Laurence is entered on the Electoral Roll living at Wynyard Square. In January 1878
Laurence responded to a questionnaire put out by the Australian Practitioner, a quarterly magazine, asking a
number of questions relating to the public health in the colony. An advance notice of the upcoming case of
Kingbury v Halkett was placed in the Evening News on the 17th May 1878
In March 1878 a summons was issued against Laurence by James Kingsbury, an American medical
practitioner, who was seeking damages for injury to his practice, credit and reputation, which he made a
claim of £1,000 for slander. It was alleged that Laurence had said of Kingsbury that : “An old washerwoman
was better than him”, “he is a humbug”, “he has been to California and got a bogus diploma, which anyone
could buy”, “he is an irregular, a hydropath, a quack and the son of a quack”. The case, Kingsbury v
Halkett, was tried in the Supreme Court of New South Wales on the 28th May. The incident occurred when
both men were attending to a woman in labour and Laurence turned up at the house after James Kingsbury
had already been there. After the Judge summed up the case the jury retired for a few minutes and then
returned asking the judge for the smallest amount of damages which would cover costs. The jury, after again
retiring, returned a verdict for the plaintiff, with 40 shillings damages. The Sydney Morning Herald ran an
article on the 9th May 1878 regarding the poor conditions of the Sydney Infirmary It was also in May 1878,
that the whole medical staff of the Sydney Infirmary resigned because of dissatisfaction with the conditions
at the hospital: “Week after week it has been found necessary to turn away applicants for admission there,
partly for want of room . . . there are many instances in which patients cannot be properly treated at the
infirmary at all.”
In September of that year Laurence applied for the position of Gaol Surgeon at Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney
but was unsuccessful. In March 1879 Laurence was one of the founding members in forming the New South
Wales Zoological Society and paid a subscription of £1.1s.
On 28th April 1879 Laurence sailed on the “Egmont” to Brisbane and returned to Sydney on the 6th May on
the “Victoria”. It was reported in the N.S.W. Police Gazette that on the 24th May 1880, when he was
returning to Sydney from Newcastle, on the steamer “City of Brisbane”, his bag containing his clothes was
stolen.
On the 20th January, Laurence, with 30 to 40 other people, went to Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney to witness the
hanging of Andrew George Scott aka “Captain Moonlight” and Thomas Rogan.
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The execution was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald the following day.
Wednesday 21st January 1880: Moonlite Hanged
“-Captain Moonlite, or Andrew George Scott as he was born, was hanged yesterday with fellow gang
member Thomas Rogan. A phrenologist, Mr McGill, who examined the bushranger’s head after the
execution, said “THE SHAPE OF HIS SKULL SUGGESTED HE WAS DEVOID OF ALL
MORAL COURAGE AND FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL THE TRUTH”.
Moonlite was well known for his charm and had spent his early years in the colony as a lay preacher until
he committed his first crime of robbing the Union Bank of almost £700. He spent seven years in gaol for the
robbery before being released on to the lecture circuit, speaking on prison reform. However, he was captured
again after he raided Wantabadgery Station with a gang of four young men last year and, after a trial which
Moonlite tried to postpone, was sentenced to death”.
It was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on 6th October 1880 that at the monthly meeting of the Sydney
Infirmary that Dr. Halket had sent in his letter of resignation:-“A letter was read from Dr. Halkett, resigning
his position as honorary surgeon to the institution after nine years of service. It was decided that the secretary
write a letter of thanks to Dr. Halkett for the valuable service he had so long rendered to the institution; and
it was left to the house commissioner to appoint his successor”.
On the following day a notice was placed in the Sydney Morning Herald by Laurence’s brother, Richard
Webb Halket, calling in all accounts against his brother and monies due to Laurence and to be paid to Richard.
I wonder if Laurence knew about the notice?
On the 7th October 1880 Laurence caught the schooner “Egmont” to the Port of Rockhampton in Queensland
and returned on the same ship some 12 days later. A few days later Laurence placed the sale of his horses
and buggy in the hands of auctioneer George Kiss of Kiss’ Horse Bazaar in George Street, Sydney.
On the 4th June 1881 the Cootamundra Herald announces that Laurence will be moving to Cootamundra and
will be opening his practice on the 10th June. The following month it is announced in the Government Gazette
that Laurence has been appointed the Government Medical Officer and Vaccinator for the district of
Cootamundra and he has been secured as the medical officer for the Loyal Excelsior Lodge I.O.O.F. and with
the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society. In February 1882 an item in the Cootamundra Herald states: “Dr.
L. J. Halket, of Sydney, must be thought something of when his patients come from Sydney at one end and
Albury at the other, to place themselves under his treatment”. Also in February 1882 the Southern Argus
reported on a meeting, which was chaired by Laurence, to raise subscriptions to build a General Hospital in
Cootamundra
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In April 1882 Laurence sailed from Sydney to Port Chalmers, New Zealand, on the S.S. “Waktipu” and
returned on the 21st May on the “Arawata”. I would imagine he went to visit his elder brother, David
Alexander Halket, who had moved to New Zealand in the late 1870s. On the 26th August 1882 Laurence
sailed from Grafton, N.S.W., on the “City of Grafton” arriving in Sydney the next day. On the 30th August
1882 a notice in the Cootamundra Herald announced that Dr. Knight would represent Dr. Halket during the
latter’s unavoidable absence on private business. He sailed from the Port of Melbourne on the ship “Natal”
and arrived in Sydney on the 7th January 1883 and again sailed from the Port of Melbourne on the ship
“Currajong” and which arrived in Sydney on the 4th September 1883. In 1883 he is listed in Bruck’s
Australasian Medical Directory and in 1884 he is listed in the Index of Officers in the Civil Establishment as
Vaccinator and Medical Officer for Cootamundra.
On the 8th December 1884 Laurence goes into
partnership with Dr. Wilkinson and opens a practice in Macquarie Street, Sydney. This partnership seems to
only last a few months. On the 31st December 1884 Laurence sailed on the “Dupleix” from Noumea to
Sydney arriving on the 4th January.
Quirindi is located 345 km north of Sydney and in anticipation of the arrival of the railway the Commercial
Bank established a branch in the Bird-in-Hand Hotel in 1876. In 1877 the railway arrived and this resulted
in the town becoming the district’s major service centre which, in turn, resulted in the town’s population
increasing to 1139 by 1891. The increase in population resulted a flurry of building. That year two inns, a
public school and a police residence were all completed. Foolishly the Commercial Bank kept their ‘safe’ on
the veranda of the Bird-in-Hand Hotel leading, inevitably, to it being robbed by the bushrangers Bradshaw
and Riley in 1880.
Bradshaw was captured and sentenced to 12 years hard labour during which time he managed to write a book
about the robbery. With a fine sense of humour he handed a copy of the book to the bank manager when he
was released. It was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on the 28th May 1885 that Laurence had been
appointed as Government Medical Officer and Vaccinator for the district of Quirindri, New South Wales.
On the 27th March 1886 Laurence announced through the Murrurundi & Quirindi Times he was commencing
his practice at Quirindi in the premises formerly occupied by the late Dr Davies.
It is most probable that Laurence had realised for some time that he had consumption (Tuberculosis) and in
all likelihood his prognosis would not be the best and this is when he decided to return to England. Obviously,
the poorly ventilated and overcrowded hospital, primitive sanitation and other risk factors he faced daily led
to him contracting the disease. The term White Plague emerged around this time. In May 1886 he left
Quirindi after selling his practice to Dr. Atkins.
In Sydney on the 3rd January 1887 he boarded the “General Roberts”, a 4-masted barque for London. The
ship was just 400 miles west of Lands End when Laurence died of consumption on the 17th April and was
buried at sea, Lat. 49° N Lon. 14° W. When Mary Frances Halket, Laurence’s eldest sister, wrote a letter to
Laurence’s executor, Edward Augustus Cooper, on the 5th May 1887 she made mention that they were so
looking forward to Laurence’s return that his youngest sister, Sarah Halket travelled down to London from
Lytham, Lancashire to meet him only to be told when she arrived that he had died on his journey.

The 4 masted barque “General Roberts”

He left a Will which was written in his pocket book on the day he died. In that Will he said the following:“I wish my death published once in the Sydney Herald, Daily Telegraph and Evening News in their news at
sea on the 17th April ’87 Laurence John Halket Physician and Surgeon late of Wynard Square Sydney NSW
from consumption. If by a miracle I should live to die ashore I insist on being buried in the nearest cemetery
with as little expense as possible – L J Halket 17.3.87”.
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In fact there were many notices placed in newspapers both in England – The Times and The Newcastle
Weekly Courant and in Australia – The Sydney Morning Herald, The Week (Brisbane) and a number of
regional papers including those of Tamworth, Cootamundra, Quirindi and Kiama. His death was also reported
in the Australasian Medical Gazette. Laurence named his Executor as Edward Augustus Cooper, shipping
broker, who realised £129 from his assets. He had no real estate, only £25 in the bank, some old medical
books and instruments, £53 in shares and a debt due of £40.
Laurence is listed in the Australian Medical Pioneers Index – Just enter the name “Halkett” in the search box.
Between 1871 and 1887 there were literally scores of newspaper items published regarding Laurence’s
medical activities, whether it was his work in the Sydney Infirmary or in country New South Wales, he was
continually called upon to attend the Central Police Court and the Coroner’s Court with regards to murders,
suicides, assaults, accidents and diseases. These news items are too numerous to include in this story but a
search of “Trove” , a free search engine created by the National Library of Australia, will produce many
results by entering either “Halket”, “Halkett” or “Dr Halket”. Laurence John Halket was not only a true
medical pioneer but also a man of enormous medical abilities who was extremely well-liked among his
patients and peers. An ancestor to be very proud of.

Ken Mason - Member No. 1807

Watch this space – next episode Ken tells us about “The Bad”
________________________________

How significant is the 1921 Census?
2021: Census Year for the UK
The contract to publish the 1921 Census online has been awarded to British & Irish family history
Web-site, Findmypast, in association with the Office for National Statistics (ONS). It will be published
in full in January 2022. As we Family Historians patiently wait let’s consider its background. The first
census based on 1920 Census Act, it was the only time a date was changed. Originally scheduled for 24
April, it was delayed as the Coal miners’ Black Friday Strike continued. The census was eventually taken
on 19 June 1921. It also immediately follows the Spanish Flu 1918-19 and WW1, meaning the
demographic change was more dramatic.
The next census, 1931, was completely destroyed in a fire in 1942 at the Office of Works and as there
was no census 1941 due to WW2 it will be the last window on our ancestors for a while. Publishers
must also consider the ever more increasing likelihood of living people being included. For Family
Historians there are the extra questions that the 38 million
individuals were required to answer, such as Place of employment, Industry in which employed,
Materials worked with, Name of Employer, Marital status for those 15 or older (with ‘divorce’ also
now an option), Details of whether or not parents still alive for those under 15, Whether a person spoke
an additional language.
Census Discoveries
Jobs which no longer exist:
• Hop Stringer
• Lamplighter
• Railway Porter
• Pillow-lace maker
• Hot-stone newspaper printer
• Cotton mill worker
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• London Underground Lift Operator
• Traditional Salt miner
• Costermonger
• Mudlark
• Pure finder
• Leech collector
• Tosher
• Matchstick maker
• Child chimney sweep
• Ratcatcher
• Crossing sweeper
• Resurrectionist
• Oakum Picker
• Knocker-upper
Source: The Official History of Britain, Our story in numbers as told by the Office for National Statistics by Boris
Starling with David Bradbury

_____________________________

BUSH FIRES IN OUR AREA IN THE 50s

In December 1951…….Bush Fires, which have raged throughout the Coffs Harbour District during the
past two months have left in their wake, a trail of destruction which is staggering. Young forests have been
wiped out, farms and plantations are blackened wastes and the fear of fresh outbreaks is constantly before
dwellers in the area. The tragedy of it all is that most of the fires were caused by carelessness. Forestry
officials, police and members of the local fire brigade agree that bush fires can be prevented by organised
and concerted action on the part of rural residents. Figures published below show that with few exceptions,
all the fires in this area could have been prevented had proper care been exercised. Although late in the day,
a public meeting has been called to form bush fire brigades and to take whatever steps are decided on, should
have the support of every resident in the district. The heavy pall of smoke which has hung over the-district
almost continuously for the past two months is a grim reminder of burnt out forests, banana plantations and
pastures.
Citizens cast apprehensive glances in the direction of each new outbreak as the tell-tale smoke columns rise;
banana growers offer comparisons with conditions on “Black Monday”; and dairymen leave their properties
for limited periods ever wary that the dreaded bush fires catch them unawares. Following flush Summer and
Autumn seasons, vegetation made prolific growth. Then came a severe winter with record frosts which killed
the growth prematurely. A hot, dry Spring followed, and the countryside was reduced to tinder dry state with
extreme bush fire danger. The spring was the driest since1917 (when the “Advocate” rain fall record
commenced). Only 250 points of rain have fallen during September, October and November, and July and
August brought only a further 9 points to complete five months of drought. 1926 and 1941 were other years
of low spring rainfall, but in each of these years bountiful rains came in late Winter and early Summer. Ever
watchful Forrestry officials sensed the approaching bushfire menace as early as August.
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They commenced a campaign to awaken public imagination to the impending danger and to practice bushfire
prevention. The Chief Secretary promulgated regulations banning open fires. The following statistics,
released by Mr. W. Quinn, District Forester, are conclusive proof of the well-founded nature of those early
warnings. In the Coffs Harbour forestry district 109 fires have been reported since August last. Although the
Forestry Commission has completed reports on only 71 of these fires, its research reveals that 22,491acres
of forest land have been damaged. Pine plantations 91 acres, improved forest country 1150 acres. A very
conservative estimate of the damage done by the 71 fires investigated is £40.000, and the cost of suppression
was £5200.
Under the headings of “Origins and Causes,” Forestry officials supply the following enlightening data:— In
forests. (Of these four fires were breakaways from previous fires which had originally come from adjoining
private lands and another three started from bush workers’ billy fires; private lands. Causes : In forests—
burning fire breaks billy fires, clearing to improve logging conditions, breakaways from previous fires,
sawmill waste heaps, deliberately lit in grazing areas, In private land—clearing or burning for grass burning
refuse; On roads road workers (suspected), accidental by motorists, campers. Forestry officials state the most
severe damage is loss of production which the fires have put back 20 years. And just how very serious this
loss is, is sheeted home by two facts (a) The Coffs Harbour Forestry district is one of the most extensive in
the State; (b) Only 2 per cent of Australia’s total area is dedicated forest. Compare this figure with Japan 52
per cent forest and Germany shortage of timber reserves is disclosed. The Forestry Department has an
extensive and efficient fire-fighting unit stationed at Coffs Harbour. This unit is capable of controlling almost
any fire of which reasonable notice has been received, but the rugged and mountainous nature of the local
terrain often precludes its effective use and manual methods have to be employed. As many as 150 men have
been engaged on three different fires in a single day. The commendable spirit of and ready co-operation
which exists amongst banana growers has been the means of effecting many “saves.”
Nevertheless, the bushfire has claimed its victims in this field of production and amongst growers who have
lost all, or portions of their plantations are Messrs. Ely and Brown, Spiers and Lowe, B. Shephard and H.
IW. Wilson, Woolgoolga; Quinn Bros, W. S. Hunt and D. W. Carson, Upper Orara; A.T. Joanson, V. Svatos,Robinson Bros and W. Clear, Boambee; W. T. Wright, M. Tandy and C. J. Johnson, Crossmaglen; C. and H.
Hull, E. Mackay and Son, O. M. Brook and Son, and S. Gillard, Shephard’s Lane. Following the devastating
fires which – wiped out 200 acres of bananas on “Black Monday” (November,1945) the BGF implemented
a bushfire fund and the above hapless growers will receive compensation from that fund. At a recent District
Council meeting the BGF delegated powers to representatives to compensate volunteers who went to banana
growers’ assistance. This scheme is full of merit, but it will need to be streamlined and taken a step further
to make it fully efficient.
Coffs Harbour Police are strong advocates for the formation of volunteer bushfire brigades. Under
the Bushfire Act of 1949, authority has been delegated to local Shire Councils to form such units and appoint
the necessary officers. The police state at some recent fires, although there were a large number of volunteers
ready and willing to give every assistance, their efforts were somewhat nullified by the absence of someone
in control who could organise the actual fire-fighting. The role of such a unit would be primarily to control
fires on private property, leaving the Forestry staff free to take care of the forests. However, the two units
would work in close co-operation. Commenting on preventive! Measures, Sgt.W.J.Steinhauer, officer in
charge of the Coffs Harbour police, said he suggested clearing an area at least a chain wide around banana
plantations. It was noted in some instances lantana and undergrowth was growing in profusion right to the
plantations; also, that timber felled around the edges of plantations was an ideal conductor for fires from the
surrounding scrub into the plantations.
Mr. E. L. Hancock, secretary of the Korora Agricultural Bureau put forward the following suggestions : (a)
At an appropriate time each year the Forestry or police should co-opt farmers’ organisations in the various
districts and arrange burning off of break winds on Crown lands adjoining farm properties; (b) An inventory
should be taken of all permanent water, together with the quantity available, equipment on farms for delivery
of water. Mr. Hancock added irrigation plants on farms could be used to good effect in case of fire, also most
of the necessary fire-fighting equipment — knapsack part of the average farmers stock in trade. Spoken to
on the formation of volunteer bushfire brigades, Cr. N. J. Jordan said : Following consultations with Forestry
and Police officers a public meeting will be called for next Wednesday night, December 12, with the object
of forming such a unit. Mr. Jack Bradley , captain of the Coffs Harbour Fire Brigade, supported the move
for the formation of volunteer bushfire brigade.
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Mr. Bradley said his brigade’s function covered the town area only. During the past few months the Brigade
had attended 29 (fires, and no damage of any great consequence was reported. This is a fine tribute to the
prompt efficiency of Capt. Bradley and his men; all volunteers. He stated the three main causes of town
fires were: Carelessness with matches and cigarette butts; children playing with fire; and householders
leaving fires unattended. Until the district receives soaking rains the fire menace remains, and the “Advocate”
joins with the above organisations in their agitation for the formation—and active maintenance—of
volunteer bushfire brigades.
In November 1953 …… Following a week of almost continuous fire-fighting, volunteer bush fire brigades,
forestry officials and farmers had their first respite from the hazardous task of keeping fires from plantations,
forests and homes. Mr.W.Quinn, said yesterday afternoon a most welcome change in weather conditions had
given the fire fighters a real chance to get at the fires. For the first time since last Friday the men had held
their ground and were getting on top. The drop in wind and fall in humidity all favoured the fighters, and
with the wind now blowing the fire back into the burnt out areas, it was felt, he said, they were being’ brought
under control. Bushfire brigades, forestry employees and volunteers from all walks of life have accomplished
a magnificent task In keeping the fires within reasonable limits. All have worked in perfect unison with
Forestry officers, police and others in authority, and an immediate response was made to calls for assistance.
Considering the magnitude of the outbreaks and the wide areas over which they swept, it was a glowing
tribute to all concerned that no home was lost and damage confined to isolated areas. The heaviest loss was
by Mr. J. Payne, of South Boambee, who lost whole banana plantation. Also, in that area the plantation owned
by Mr. Saunders was damaged, and over the ridge at Middle Boambee, the fire entered Mr. E. Moseley’s
plantation. A fire break cut through this property saved the greater portion of the plantation. In the Friday
Creek area, Mr. C. Sly lost portion of his banana plantation when the fire swept over the range into that
locality on Wednesday morning.
In State forests in the Orara area, forestry employees have waged a continuous battle with numerous
outbreaks, and although no statistics have been prepared—all resources have been concentrated on getting
the fire out—it is thought the overall damage has not been severe. A quick response to a call for assistance
prevented a major outbreak, when a fire occurred on Mr. P. Seccombe’s plantation at Korora on Wednesday
morning. Bushfire brigades burnt breaks and confined the fire to scrub country, and no damage was suffered
to banana plantations in this district. Coffs Harbour Fire Brigade, too, have been very active and during the
week they have quelled fires at the Showground, Fitzroy Park, and in other areas within the town boundary.
They have done a fine job.
Among the many features which were manifest during a most trying week were the excellent public response
to calls for assistance; At one stage it was estimated more than 300 men, women and youth were
fighting fires on several fronts; The courage of farmers’ wives and other women who stuck to the arduous
task of supplying meals and hot beverages to the fire fighters; the men who fought on to the point of
exhaustion to save their neighbours’ properties – at least two collapsed and were unconscious for several
hours; the ready response by members of the Lions and Apex clubs, business houses, Forestry and Police
officers; and the general efficiency of volunteer bushfires brigades and Forestry fire fighting units. Although
yesterday’s weather conditions have eased the position considerably, officials give warning that the danger
is still very real, with the country in such a tinder dry state and so many fires still burning. A sudden change
in conditions could again plunge the district into a blazing inferno Mr. H. Harrison, Senior Dairy Officer,
said yesterday, the burning out of grass paddocks would be a serious loss to dairy farmers. He said following
the extended drought conditions which have prevailed since May, farmers had not cultivated their land in the
hope of holding what grass there was for stock food. Farmers had already spent large sums on supplementary
feeding, and it was problematical whether some of them could continue to stand this expense. Already many
dairy cattle on the poorer class of farms had died, he said.
Coffs Coast Heritage

We are hoping to continue with workshops on the last
Saturday of March (27th) and April (24th)and with a
Seminar in May. Please support our Society by attending.
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How Do you Live Your Dash?
Between the beginning and the end, there is a dash …….
The first date notes the date of birth, the one that follows………tears, sadness,
grief, thankfulness, joy.
But what matters most of all is the dash between the years.
For that dash represents all the time spent alive on this earth and now, only
those who love this one, know that little line is worth
For it matters not how much we own; the cars, the house, the cash; What matters
is how we live and love, and how we spend our dash
So think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to change? For
you never know how much time is left, that still can be rearranged
If we can just slow down enough to consider what’s true and real, and always try
to understand how other people feel
And be less quick to anger and show appreciation more, and love the people in our
lives, like we have never loved before
If we treat each other with respect, and more often wear a smile; remembering that
this special dash might only last a while
So when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s actions to rehash, would you
be proud of the things they say about how you spent your dash?
Author unknown
_______________________________

News from SAG (Society of Australian Genealogists)
Throughout February we will be accepting applications for our new cohorts of the online
Certificate in Genealogical Studies and Diploma in Family Historical Studies – please read
the respective regulations prior to making your application to ensure you understand the
commitment required. If you did not have the opportunity to listen to the information session
held on 18 January, email info@sag.org.au for a recording link. Our study online
information is available from this link.
The Online Genealogical Index (OGI) is a way of locating online genealogical data for
England and Wales. If you don’t know where to find data for your ancestor then you can
enter a country, county, town and approximate year (optional). The OGI helps you find
sites that contain records that contain the place of interest. This is a free site and the search
results will give you details of the record sets available, links to the sites where they can
be found and information as to whether the records are freely accessible or require
payment or subscription.
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All of our events continue to be delivered online, through Gotowebinar, Gotomeeting or
Zoom. For up to date information about our events, always check the Events page of the
SAG website.
With the exception of some DNA events where there may be privacy issues, all of our
webinars are recorded, so even if you cannot attend at the scheduled time you can still
book and receive the recording. Most of our events are open to non-members as well
as members. However, members pay a discount price and can purchase season tickets.
You must book for all events except for the Friday Hang Out sessions.
Late bookings may be possible, if you ring the office during office hours.
If you are a member, make sure you are logged into the website to claim the member
rate, or call us on (02) 9247 3953 to make a booking over the phone.
Season Ticket: February to April 2021 Out Now!
By booking a Webinar Season Ticket you will be able to view a selection of webinars
we hold between Feb 2021 – Apr 2021, either live or by watching the recording later.
You book and pay once. We’ll set you up in each webinar and send you the
confirmation link. And in addition you’ll get one webinar free – so this quarter you get
6 for the price of 5.
The webinars covered by the Season Ticket this quarter are:
• 20 Feb 2021 Writing an article for a family history magazine, Cassie Gilmartin
• 10 Mar 2021 Introduction to Wikitree, Veronica Williams
• 6 April 2021 Queensland Archives, Helen Smith
• 13 April 2021 My Heritage: Collections and website, Daniel Horowitz
• 15 April 2021 Kirk session records, Emma Maxwell
• 27 April 2021Researching the British in India, Cathie Sherwood

_________________________________________________________

Would you have some time to spare and be interested in helping Maureen and Sharon enter
data into the Find A Grave Website? If you do, they would love to hear from you.
Please contact Maureen on mkphone@bigpond.com or Sharon on shaz@ingersole.com

_________________________________

Do you need help with your research? Do you need guidance on where to look
other than the Internet? Have you a brick wall that you can’t knock down? Please
ask one of our monitors when next you are in the rooms. All are very familiar
with the contents of what we have in the rooms and are only too willing to share
it with you.
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EXCHANGE JOURNALS
As exchange journals are no longer being printed, they will now be available for viewing by
members from the Admin desktop at our rooms. Monitors can access these and you can download
them to a USB. If anybody would like particular journals emailed to them, please contact Lyn via
email at lynette.brotherton@gmail.com

Exchange Journals - Articles of Interest March 2021
Society
NSW

Journal & Issue

Article

Page

Bathurst

Carillon Chimes Nov 2020

The Webb Family of Bathurst

8-11

Singleton FHS
Inc.

Patrick Plains Gazette Dec 2020

Andrew White 1791 - 1862 - Death of
an old Waterloo Hero
James Sydney White 1822 - 1902
A Chat with a Spiritual Pastoralist

4

The Dunera Boys
My German Ancestors
German Migration to Qld

16
17-19
20-21

Patrick Plains Gazette Dec 2020
Patrick Plains Gazette Dec 2020

5-6
7-9

Queensland
Cooroy-Noosa
Genealogical &
Hist. Society

Missing Links Nov 2020

Redcliffe
and
District FHG Inc

The First Settlement City Gazette Nov Lorenz and Maria LIEBLER voyage to 4-9
2020
Australia in 1854

Toowoomba &
Darling Downs
FHS

The Gazette Nov 2020

John William TAYLOR's Will
Pensioners in Convict Ships
What Does It Mean?

10-12
14-15
16-17

I would like to thank Singleton Family History Society for their December 2020 Journal and Articles
on the White Family. It was a very interesting read and I could not help investigating what had
happened, after Dr White's comments on the Murder of Noble. I found an article in Trove on the
Death of James Noble in 1844 in the “Colonial Observer”, Thursday 18 July 1844, page 125,
Criminal Sessions.
Exchange Journal Officer Lyn Brotherton

16

MEMBER ENTITLEMENTS
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Use of Society’s resources including books, microfilms, microfiche, computer system, etc
Receive quarterly Journal Genie-Allergy
Attend meetings and monthly workshops
Guidance with research in our library
Resource borrowing scheme
Free entries in Member’s Interests Directory
➢ 2 hours free research per year for members who are resident 50km or more from Coffs
Harbour.

RESEARCH SHEETS, ETC. FOR SALE
Pedigree Charts

20c ea.

Family Group Sheets, etc.

20c ea.

Printouts from Computer (Greyscale)

20c ea.

Photocopies A4 (Greyscale)

20c ea.

Brothers Keeper Family Tree CD

$3.00 ea.

Legacy Family Tree Standard CD

$3.00 ea.

Convict Research Booklet

$2.00 ea.

Beginning Your Family History Booklet
Seven Generation Charts A3

$1.00 ea.
$5.00 ea.

JOURNAL DEADLINES
#
#
#
#

1st February
1st May
1st August
1st November

1st Quarter
2nd Quarter
3rd Quarter
4th Quarter

March Issue
June Issue
September Issue
December Issue

Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries regarding their research, or questions about
research for inclusion in our Journal. Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in
the next available issue.
Please Email our Editor Sharon on shaz@ingersole.com if you have a story to tell.

If you would like to purchase and of this research material or any publications which may be for sale,
please contact the Monitor on duty.

