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Our President’s report…..

Hello Everyone,
As we edge closer to the end of the financial year our move to the Community Village is well into the
planning phase. To enable sufficient time to pack all our resources, the rooms will be closing at 3 pm on
16 June. I apologise in advance for any inconvenience that this may cause but as many of you can
appreciate, there’s a lot of things to pack. Thank you to those who have volunteered to assist. If you could
please let Cheryl know when you are available, as we are unable to have everyone there at one time. Our
relocation will no doubt have some teething problems and your patience is appreciated. Access to our new
location during weekdays will cause no problems. For members who visit on Saturday you will need to
ensure that you have the Society’s phone number with you, to call the rooms for the security gate entry
code. Our phone number is 6651 6126. For any members of the public, we hope to have our sign, with
the phone number visible, to enable everyone to access our rooms.
Family History Month is also catching up to us. August is set aside to allow visitors to research for free
during the month. A good time to start your research.
The 37th Family History Annual Conference is to be held virtually between 16-18 September, with a free
Virtual Exhibitors Fair being run in conjunction with the conference. A notice is on display in the rooms
for more details.
At our most recent committee meeting it was proposed that we consider to introducing a $5.00 fee for all
attendees at workshops. This change would be in lieu of a contribution to afternoon tea. As many of you
are aware costs, across the board, have risen over the last two to three years. It is no different for the
society. The funds raised would be used to offset the cost of room rental and to provide afternoon tea. This
proposal would not come into effect until 2023.
Until next time, Fiona

********
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to our new members. We hope you will make yourself at home and find us to be a
friendly and helpful group. Don’t be afraid to ask the Monitors on duty for help – they will do their best
to steer you in the right direction with your research.
Jennifer Hawkins
Peter Titcume
Janelle McDermid
Judy Margerison
Warren Murphy
Ann Foster
Jenny Reid
1.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS, CONTACT DETAILS ETC.
Memberships are due for renewal on 1st JULY 2022
Renewal forms were sent out with the June Newsletter and from now on you will be issued with a
membership badge replacing the current membership cards. Badges will display your name and
membership number and if required prior to the renewal of your membership, they will be available for
$6.50 with a pin or $7.50 with a magnet. If you are interested, please let Bev Salter or Stan Gordon know.
When renewing your Membership:
1. A completed membership form MUST be completed for all payments made. Be sure to complete
Section 2 with your Membership type, how you would like to receive your quarterly journal, sign the form
and show the method of payment. Note: The completed form is used to ensure our records are kept up to
date and therefore it is vital we receive a form to cover all membership payments.
2. Membership will now be $45 a single and $60 a double + $10 if you would like your “Genie Allergy”
posted to you each Quarter. They will no longer be available for collection but will be emailed to you.
3. Payment methods:
(a) Cash is payable only in person at our Research Room.
(b) Cheque is payable in person at our Research Room or by mail to
PO Box 2057, Coffs Harbour 2450.
(c ) EFT/Direct Deposit: BSB, Account No., etc. as details on our membership form
and you must quote your member number and/or name at the time of payment.
(i) Online through your financial institution; OR
(ii) In Person at a BCU branch (Bananacoast Credit Union).
Following payment by EFT/Direct Deposit, IT IS ESSENTIAL that a copy of the completed membership
form be emailed, mailed or delivered to our Research Room. Renewed membership badges will be
placed in the Badge Box on the Admin Desk in our Research Room for your collection if you haven’t
included a stamped addressed envelope with your renewal.

Membership forms are available on our website
https://www.coffsharbourfamilyhistory.com

WE ARE MOVING
As of the 1st July 2022 the Society will be occupying new premises at the Community Village.
In preparation for our move, the present rooms will be closing on 16th June to allow for packing
and moving into the new premises.
We would like expressions of interest to assist with the packing of our resources, the actual moving
and unpacking at the new premises. If you have a trailer, trolley or tarps and ropes that we can
use, it would be appreciated.
Would you please notify the rooms or email Cheryl, our Secretary, on coffsgenie@gmail.com

2.

MEMBER’S ENTITLEMENTS
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Use of Society’s resources including books, microfilms, microfiche, computer system, etc
Receive quarterly Journal Genie-Allergy
Attend meetings and monthly workshops
Guidance with research in our library
Resource borrowing scheme
Free entries in Member’s Interests Directory
2 hours free research per year for members who are resident 50km or more from Coffs Harbour.

************

DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
from Diane Smith - DNA Special Interest Group Convenor
Hi Everyone
For those who don't already know my husband & I have moved out of Coffs Harbour and because of this I will no
longer be running the DNA group.
I have thoroughly enjoyed the last 3 years & hopefully I have helped you learn a bit about DNA and genetic
genealogy. As a result of my move the position of group co-ordinator has become available. It would be a shame
to see the group fold and I'm hoping that someone might take up the position.
If you are interested, please contact the Society's secretary Cheryl Dal Pozzo at coffsgenie@gmail.com
Wishing you all the best in your research & thanks to everyone who has attended over the years. I couldn't
have done it without your support.
Cheers

Diane
***************

EXCHANGE JOURNALS
As exchange journals are no longer being printed, they will now be available for viewing by members
from the Admin. desktop at our rooms. Monitors can access these journals and you can download them
onto a USB. If anybody would like particular journals emailed to them, please contact Lyn via email at
lynette.brotherton@gmail.com
***************

An Interesting Seminar this year

Congress: History in Paradise - Australasian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc. (AFFHO).

Hosted by : Norfolk Island Museum Date : 1-4 August 2022 Venue: Norfolk Island
Contact: admin@affhocongress2022.com Congress website: https:/affhocongress2022.com/Congress
Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/AFFHO2022/

3.

If you have Irish ancestry …………
The Irish Government is funding a project to provide digital copies of documents lost in the 1922
Dublin Four Courts fire, from documents found in partner institutions. It aims to go online this
month (June) and will be fully searchable. The partners are:
• National Archives of Ireland
• National Archives UK
• Public Record Office of Northern Ireland – Belfast
• Irish Manuscripts Commission
• The Library, Trinity College, Dublin

************************

Surely your research has provided you with a story to tell. I need your stories for our Journal and
without them the “Genie-Allergy” will cease to exist.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Perhaps you have a problem that someone can help you with?
Perhaps you do have skeletons in the cupboard which makes life interesting?
Did you have a convict in your family and what was his/her crime?
Do you have nobility, aristocracy or royalty in your tree?
Do you have an interesting story or an article to share? Include photos if you have them
as they always add interest.
You may want to share humble origins, or a grand adventure, wars, marriages or even why you
became interested in Family History in the first place,

If you do, I would love to hear from you. Please email me on shaz@ingersole.com Material needs to be
received by the deadline to be included in the next available issue. The closing date for the September
Issue is 1st August 2022.

4.

Knocking down that Brick Wall……..

Have you hit the proverbial brick wall and need some help. Please send your
question/query/problem into the editor for publication as someone may
have already encountered this or a similar problem and may have a few
suggestions for you.
************
THE FINAL RESTING PLACE
The final resting place is not lost forever. Why look for a gravestone in the first place? In many cases
you could find a lot of information on the gravestone that you wouldn’t find on the death certificate. You
could find relationships to other family member including spouses, children and grandchildren, birth and
death dates, family members who died young and do not appear on a census, birth places, places of abode,
occupations and Military service. Many 18th century gravestones are still in existence in the UK and are
often quite legible. Other relatives may be mentioned on the headstone including family members left
behind and details of remarriages. There may be family plots in a Churchyard and other relatives may be
buried nearby, including those you didn’t even know about! The place of birth may be given, possibly
miles from where they lived and died and this would provide another avenue of research. Occupations or
death through an accident would allow you to follow up on this information in a local newspaper.
Sometimes a gravestone acts as a memorial and the person is buried elsewhere or died elsewhere, possibly
abroad. Sometimes also, several generations are buried in the one plot. Records like death certificates,
probate records, wills, coroner’s reports, or newspapers could give details of funeral arrangements,
obituaries etc. To find a cemetery, it may be necessary to contact Churches, Chapels, villagers or the
Web. You can search GENUKI for cemeteries and old maps which could be helpful. Sites like “Find a
Grave”, “Billion Graves” etc can also help you locate the cemetery and the grave often with photos.
Unfortunately, too often the headstone is unreadable, the grave may no longer exist or the cemetery long
gone.
5.

Very poignant……………..

The Little Boy and the Old Man

Artwork: Hugo Gerhard Simberg

Said the little boy, "Sometimes I drop my spoon."
Said the old man, "I do that too."
The little boy whispered, "I wet my pants."
"I do that too," laughed the little old man.
Said the little boy, "I often cry."
The old man nodded, "So do I."
"But worst of all," said the boy, "it seems
Grown-ups don't pay attention to me."
And he felt the warmth of a wrinkled old hand.
"I know what you mean," said the little old man.

By Shel Silverstein

*************************

Dear Ancestor
Your tombstone stands among the rest, neglected and alone
The name and date are chiselled out on polished marbled stone
It reaches out to all who care It is too late to mourn
You did not know that I exist, You died before I was born
Yet each of us are cells of you, in flesh, in blood , in bone
Our blood contracts and beats a pulse entirely not our own
Dear ancestor the place you filled so many years ago
Spreads out among the ones you left, who would have loved you so
I wonder if you lived and loved, I wonder if you knew
That someday I would find this spot and come to visit you.
Author unknown

Submitted by Cheryl dal Pozzo # 1259
6.

7.

Should we bow or curtsy to you Ken???
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Ken Mason # 1807

RED HERRINGS AND BRICK WALLS, BUT THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE
At the beginning of my research in the early seventies, before microfiche, microfilms, lots of indexes
and even lots of family history societies, I had to talk to people, write letters, read books and buy
certificates. My paternal grandmother, Kate Carr COMYNS, had told my mother that she was descended
from John COMYN who had been killed by Robert Bruce in the church at Dumfries in 1306. That
sounded exciting so I decided to see how far I could get with that line.
The early Scottish family name was COMYN, the added "s" is said to be an English corruption, acquired
some time after the families scattered when Robert the Bruce confiscated their lands in the 14th century.
My grandmother was Kate Carr COMYNS, her father and grandfather were also COMYNS. My father
was registered Lyle COMYNS Reeves, but he always left off the "s", possibly because it was easier to
say without it. My aunt seemed to think there was no "s". There are very few COMYNS around to-day
(not just comparatively speaking), there are more COMYN, and lots more COMMIN(S), CUMMIN(S),
CUMMING(S) and other variations.
I knew Kate was born on 17 August 1866 at Emerald Hill, for we had celebrated that day for many years.
Getting her birth certificate would be easy, I thought, but unfortunately no one had bothered to register
Kate, so when I sent my third letter and my third five dollars for three different five year periods, they
wrote me a letter saying: "We've already told you there is no record. She was not registered!" and they
even returned my third cheque!
The only person who might have been able to tell me anything was my aunt, Olga Reeves. She was in
her eighties and had had a stroke. I asked her what she knew about her ancestors, and this is what she
told me: "Well, my grandfather, Robert COMYN, was a doctor, his father was an important linen
manufacturer in Belfast and he had two sons, Robert and another one. Robert wasn't interested in the
linen business, he wanted to be a doctor, so his father sent him off to Trinity College to become a doctor,
and then he answered an advertisement for a doctor in Sydney and came out to Australia. The other son
inherited the linen business. Robert worked as a doctor at first. He had a house in Woolloomooloo, but
he found he usually was paid in rum, so he gave up medicine and went to Melbourne. Miss CARR and
her mother had also come to Sydney, then to Melbourne. Robert and Miss CARR were married. In
Melbourne Robert worked in the rag trade. But he was given a ride home one night on the back of a
spring cart and the back fell open, Robert fell out and was killed!"
At one stage she also mentioned that CARRS were the family who made CARR’S biscuits.
The first two things I found were that there is no record of Robert at Trinity College, and the young lady
he married in Sydney was Fanny MUNDAY. There is a CARR connection, for Robert's sister Catherine
COMYNS married Jonathan CARR (a woollen draper and warehouseman) in 1838, but any connection
to the biscuit family is becoming very remote! (Going by experience I shan't write it off yet!)
My mother told me Kate had been quite young when her father died, so it only took two letters and ten
dollars to get his death certificate, and it was well worth it, because it told me his father was Joseph
COMYNS, landing waiter, and his mother was Sarah. But landing waiters work in the Customs Service;
so much for the linen manufacturing business!
I managed to get a certificate of baptism for Kate's second eldest brother born in Sydney in 1856, (parents
Robert and Fanny COMYNS), and a birth certificate for the next one born in 1858 also in Sydney, (father
Robert COMYNS born in Belfast), as well as a marriage certificate for Robert COMYNS and Fanny
MUNDAY at the Church of St Laurence in 1854.
I joined the Genealogical Society of Victoria and I mentioned my problem in a letter to the secretary,
who wrote me a very kind letter saying her grandparents had lived in the same area at the same time and
they may even have known each other. She suggested that I write to the rector of St Luke's Church,
South Melbourne, enclose five dollars and ask him to look up the baptism records. Fortunately for me
the rector just happened to be Rev. H. W. Coffey, noted genealogist! So he sent me the dates of birth
and baptism, father's occupation and address not only for Kate but also for her two older sisters!
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He must also have noted that I said Robert came from Belfast, because when he published his book on
Irish Families in Australia, he included Robert COMYNS with my name and address, so some 16 years
later when Diane FITTON of Urunga had spent a day at the Archives at Kingswood and was waiting
for her lift home, she noticed this book on the desk, had a quick look, found not only Robert, but me too!
Diane happens to be married to Keith FITTON who is the great-grandson of Kate’s elder sister, Fanny.
That led to a long and mutually beneficial correspondence.
I had put my name in the GRD from 1981 on and off, including 1991 when I was the only entrant under
COMRYNS (Belfast 1840). In March 1992 I received a letter from a man in Canada who said he had
just received his copy of Belfast Gravestone Inscriptions and as he was stuck on his own research, for
something to do, he cross-referenced some of the names with names in the GRD and he thought I might
be interested in the one he was enclosing. That was an understatement! This is what it was:
“Beneath this stone are deposited the remains of SARAH, wife of JOSEPH COMYNS Esq., of the
Customs Service, Belfast, who died the 24th Novr.1837, aged 56 years. This tribute of respect is erected
to her memory by their sons, Alexander, William, Joseph and Robert COMYNS. Here also lie the
remains of William, brother of said Joseph COMYNS, who died 12th March 1838 aged 69 years”.
There were no baptisms for children of Joseph and Sarah in Belfast, although there were now four sons
instead of two! But I did get some Customs Service papers for Joseph at Belfast. He was there in 1833
and in 1840 he was transferred to Galway as Comptroller, a promotion but the same pay! I also got the
Customs Service papers for Galway only to find that Joseph was only there a couple of months when he
died, in September 1840.
The Monumental Inscriptions for the Collegiate Church of St Nicholas produced the following:
“Erected by Alexander, William, Joseph, and Robert COMYNS of Dublin as a tribute of respect to the
memory of their father Joseph COMYNS Esq. Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Customs at the Port of
Galway who died on the 11th day of Sept 1840 aged 61 years and whose remains are deposited beneath
this stone”.
While I was wondering what the next step would be, my copy of Descent (SAG) arrived and in the
Recent Accessions to the library was “Galway Weekly Advertiser 1838-1840 on microfilm”! I soon
obtained copies of the relevant bits including an obituary of Joseph which said he had been 25 years in
the Customs Service. As usual, a solution meant another question. As he was 61 when he died, what had
he done before he joined the Customs about 1815 at the age of 36?
When I went back over all the certificates, etc., I had acquired, I realised that while Robert’s birthplace
was given as Belfast 5 or 6 times, once it was Dublin, registered by Robert’s second eldest son and all
the other times when Belfast was given the registration was done by Ann Munday, his mother-in-law!
(so instead of being 6 to 1, it was now 1 to 1). Dublin Directories have shown Alexander COMYNS at
10 College Green in the centre of Dublin with a woollen carpet and blanket warehouse, later a retail
business, from at least 1838 until 1913. Alexander had died in 1886, but the business was carried on by
his sons. In the 1840s Robert's name was there too as a woollen draper! College Green is in St Andrew's
parish, and of course their records were destroyed in a fire! However, the neighbouring parish of St Peter
had not only marriage registrations of Robert's sister, Catherine, and his brother, Joseph, (also a woollen
draper), and baptism registrations of their children, but also the baptism of Alexander COMYNS, son of
Robert, woollen draper, and Margaret, of College Green. There were no burials in St Peter’s for Margaret
or Alexander, but Robert married Fanny MUNDAY in Sydney as a bachelor.
But getting back to Joseph senior, the Customs Officer, I think I have found him! In Dublin Directories
from 1805 till 1814 there is a Joseph COMYNS in Grafton Street, Dublin, and he is a linen draper and
haberdasher!! So maybe Auntie Olga deserves to score just a few points after all, and Robert did live in
Woolloomooloo too, just a few doors down from the intersection that became Kings Cross.
At the rate I am going, however, it will be a long time before I get back to 1306.
From the April 2002 (No. 73) Murray Ancestor Journal by the late Robin Handley (Member 186)
Submitted by Diane Fitton. # 294
10.

NEW COUNTRY, NEW FAMILY, NEW LIFE
Edith PASCOE was born on Christmas eve in 1883 at Devonport in Devon but at the age of 12 became a
Barnardo’s child. In the 1891 Census she is with her parents at the Plymouth naval base and there was also
another daughter but I found no record of the parents after that. She emigrated from Liverpool on the
Labrador on the 9th of October 1893 and arrived in Quebec 10 days later.
She then went to Hazelbrae in Peterborough in Ontario, where she was adopted by John CUNNINGHAM
and his wife Ann DUNNIGAN. They already had 9 children!
My great grandfather’s sister was Thirza FOSTER who married William Valentine HEMMING. They
had a son Ebenezer Joseph born at Woodhouse, Yorkshire in 1885. He had two sisters called Mary
HEMMING and Beatrice Myra HEMMING
In 1909, Ebenezer emigrated to Canada where he met and married Edith Alice PASCOE. By 1926 the
HEMMINGS were living at Moose Jaw in Saskatchewan in central Canada and according to the Census
that year they had 5 children: Harold was 13, Jack 11, Gordon 9, Mary 6 and Bruce 3. All were born in
Moose Jaw and Mary’s second name was Beatrice so I suspect she was named after Ebenezer’s sisters.
The next thing I found was the death of Edith in Matsqui in British Columbia in August 1953. In February
I found out that their son Jack died in a plane crash in December 1956. The plane had been late arriving
at Vancouver due to a snowstorm so was late taking off. There were 62 people on board including 3 crew
and the plane hit the side of Mount Siesse. Due to the weather, no bodies were recovered.
Ebenezer Joseph HEMMING, the father, died in 1964, also at Matsqui in British Columbia. However,
there could be another mystery here to solve. My mother said that at Rotherham in Yorkshire the family
was visited by a Canadian serviceman during World War 2. She doesn’t remember his name but said that
he was in the air force and played ice hockey. Harold would have been born about 1913, Jack 1915,
Gordon 1917 and Bruce 1923 so he would be the most likely to be a serviceman during WW2.
My research into this family is ongoing. There is an FHS at Kamloops in British Columbia and I am
hoping to get there when possible to find out what happened to the rest of the family. On the other hand,
I know someone who lives there so she might be able to help.
Stephen Goundry # 1372
************************

Mother's Day - held on the second Sunday in May in
Australia is a celebration honoring the mother of the family or individual, as well as motherhood, maternal
bonds, and the influence of mothers in society. It is celebrated on different days in many parts of the world,
most commonly in the months of March or May. It complements similar celebrations, largely pushed by
commercial interests, honoring family members, such as Father's Day, Siblings Day, and Grandparents'
Day.
In 1870, American writer and women's rights activist Julia Ward Howe, best known as the author of the
Battle Hymn of the Republic, appealed to women to unite and bring peace throughout the world (later
known as the Mother's Day Proclamation). She proposed that a mother's day for peace be commemorated
every year in June.
11.

While some countries have a multi-century history of a day to celebrate mothers, the modern American
version of the holiday began in the United States in 1908 at the initiative of Anna Jarvis, who organized
the first Mother's Day service of worship and celebration at Andrews Methodist Episcopal
Church in Grafton, West Virginia, to honour the legacy of her mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis. Ann Jarvis had
been a peace activist who nursed wounded soldiers during the Civil War and created mother's day work
clubs to address public health issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to continue her mother's work and pushed to
have a day set aside to honour all mothers. In 1914 her campaigning paid off, when US president Woodrow
Wilson officially declared the second Sunday in May to be Mother's Day.
It is not directly related to the many traditional celebrations of mothers and motherhood that have existed
throughout the world over thousands of years, such as the Greek cult to Cybele, the mother deity Rhea,
the Roman festival of Hilaria, or the other Christian ecclesiastical Mothering Sunday celebration
(associated with the image of Mother Church). However, in some countries, Mother's Day is still
synonymous with these older traditions.
The American version of Mother's Day has been criticized for having become too commercialized. Jarvis
herself, who began the celebration as a liturgical observance, regretted this commercialism and expressed
that this was never her intention. In response, Constance Adelaide Smith successfully advocated
for Mothering Sunday as a commemoration of a broader definition of motherhood in many other parts of
the English-speaking world.
On the second Sunday in May, many Australians will spend the day celebrating their mothers and other
special women in their lives. Some mums may be given cards, flowers and gifts, while others may enjoy
breakfast in bed or a lunch out. The modern Australian celebration of Mother's Day actually grew out of
calls for peace and anti-war campaigns following the American Civil War (1861-65).
While Mother's Day initially began to promote peace and support women, over the years it has become an
occasion for family reunions in Australia. "It's not just about recognising the role of mothers, though that's
still there, but it's really recognising Mother's Day as a day in which families can get together, "Professor
Waterhouse said. "That's becoming increasingly important because in the busy world in which we live,
families don't get together as much as they used to". Today, Mother's Day is a day for all women. "It's no
longer linked to a particular set of values and a particular view of the role of women," the professor said.
"It has a kind of universal appeal and a cross-cultural appeal so that it can appeal to all ethnic groups in
Australia."
enWikipedia.org, www.Britannica.com and www.ABC.net.au.

*********************

Anzac Day

ANZAC' stands for Australian and New

Zealand Army Corps.

On the morning of 25 April 1915, the Anzacs set out to capture the Gallipoli peninsula in order to open
the Dardanelles to the allied navies. The objective was to capture Constantinople (now Istanbul in Turkey),
the capital of the Ottoman Empire, and an ally of Germany. The Anzacs landed on Gallipoli and met
fierce resistance from the Ottoman Turkish defenders. Their plan to knock Turkey out of the war quickly
became a stalemate, and the campaign dragged on for eight months.
At the end of 1915, the allied forces were evacuated. Both sides suffered heavy casualties and endured
great hardships. Over 8,000 Australian soldiers were killed. News of the landing on Gallipoli and the
events that followed had a profound impact on Australians at home. The 25th of April soon became the
day on which Australians remember the sacrifice of those who had died in the war.
The Anzacs were courageous and although the Gallipoli campaign failed in its military objectives, the
Australian and New Zealand actions during the campaign left us all a powerful legacy.
12.

With the coming of the Second World War, Anzac Day also served to commemorate the lives of
Australians who died in that war. The meaning of Anzac Day today includes the remembrance of all
Australians killed in military operations.
Anzac Day remembrance takes two forms. Commemorative services are held at dawn – the time of the
original landing in Gallipoli – across the nation. Later in the day, ex-servicemen and women meet to take
part in marches through the major cities and in many smaller centres. Commemorative ceremonies are
more formal and are held at war memorials around the country.
A typical Anzac Day ceremony may include the following features: an introduction, hymn, prayer, an
address, laying of wreaths, a recitation, the Last Post, a period of silence, either the Rouse or the Reveille,
and the national anthem. After the Memorial’s ceremony, families often place red poppies beside the
names of relatives on the Memorial’s Roll of Honour, as they also do after Remembrance Day
services. Rosemary is also traditionally worn on Anzac Day, and sometimes on Remembrance Day.
Rosemary has particular significance for Australians as it is found growing wild on the Gallipoli peninsula.
Since ancient times, this aromatic herb has been believed to have properties to improve the memory.
ANZAC BISCUITS
During World War One, the friends and families of soldiers and community groups sent food to the
fighting men. Due to the time delays in getting food items to the front lines, they had to send food that
would remain edible, without refrigeration, for long periods of time that retained high nutritional value;
the Anzac biscuit met this need and was first known as the Soldiers’ Biscuit.
The current name, Anzac Biscuit, has as much to do with Australia’s desire to recognise the Anzac
tradition and the Anzac biscuit as part of the staple diet at Gallipoli. The Anzac biscuit is one of the few
commodities that are able to be legally marketed in Australia using the word ‘Anzac’, which is protected
by Federal Legislation.
It is a sweet biscuit, popular in Australia and New Zealand, made using rolled oats, flour, sugar, butter(or
margarine), golden syrup, baking soda, boiling water, and (optionally) desiccated coconut, and has long
been associated with the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) established in World War I.
The earliest known recipe combining the words 'Anzac' and 'biscuit' is a recipe from 1916 for "ANZAC
GINGER BISCUITS" which was published in the Perth edition of The Sunday Times. However, this
recipe contains no mention of oats present in modern Anzac biscuits. The first recipe for something called
"Anzac Biscuits" appears in an Australian publication, the War Chest Cookery Book (Sydney, 1917), but
this recipe was also for a different biscuit from what we know as the modern Anzac biscuit. The same
publication, the War Chest Cookery Book (Sydney, 1917), also included the first two recipes for biscuits
resembling modern Anzac biscuits, under the names of "Rolled Oats Biscuits" and just "Biscuits". The
first recorded instance of the combination of the name 'Anzac biscuit' and the recipe now associated with
it was found in Adelaide dating to "either late 1919 or early 1920". Another early recipe for the Anzac
biscuit dates back to 1921 in an Australian newspaper called The Argus. These early recipes did not
contain desiccated coconut which is present in many modern Anzac biscuits. The first recipe for an Anzac
biscuit containing the desiccated coconut is recorded to be from the city of Adelaide in 1924.
In 1919 in New Zealand a recipe for Anzac Crispies in the eighth edition of the St Andrew's Cookery Book
had similar ingredients to modern Anzac biscuits.
Today, Anzac biscuits are manufactured commercially for retail sale. Because of their historical military
connection with the ANZACs and Anzac Day, these biscuits are still used as a fundraising item for
the Royal New Zealand Returned Services' Association (RSA) and the Returned and Services League of
Australia (RSL). Special collectors’ old-style biscuit tins with World War military artwork are usually
produced in the lead up to Anzac Day and sold in supermarkets, in addition to the standard plastic packets
available all year. The official RSL biscuit is produced by Unibic under licence.
A British (though still Australian-produced) version of the Anzac biscuit, supporting the Royal British
Legion, is available in several major supermarket chains in the UK.
Army.gov.au & Wikipedia
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Writing part of my family saga - A Decree from Above

“On either side the river Lie, tall fields of barley & of rye, (hops) that clothe the world and
meet the sky and through the field a road runs by down to ……………….. Maidstone”
Taken from “The Lady of Shalott” by Alfred Tennyson 1842
Along the banks of the Medway, the soil was fertile, fields were enclosed and farmed which allowed hops to be
successfully grown in the area. Hops were grown on wires fixed to high poles made of sweet chestnut from which
they were harvested by bin men and the flowers dried in the traditional Kent oast houses. Whole families from the
poorer areas of London would migrate to the hop fields of southeast England at harvest time and special trains were
being run to transport them. Londoners who could not afford to get out into the country normally looked on harvest
time as something of a holiday although Londoners were not always welcome in the Kent pubs and were often
isolated with many shops reluctant to serve them.
In the 1840s, the high road from London to the hop fields of Kent presented a curious appearance immediately
before the hop picking season. Grey haired, decrepit old men and women were to be seen painfully crawling along,
their stronger sons and daughters pressing on impatiently. Conditions were, at first appalling, but Father Richard
Wilson, a priest from Stepney, who followed one of his parishioners to Kent on his annual hopper trip, was so
shocked at the horrific conditions. “They sleep… almost like the cattle in the field. To mingle with these poor
creatures, to see their habits and hear their language, to witness the awful lengths to which they go, makes it seem
almost impossible that we can be living … in the nineteenth century.” This prompted him to set up the Hoppers’
Hospital in a disused public house at Five Oak Green in Kent..
Finally, after this initial bad beginning, brewers earned a reputation as good employers and often provided amenities
for their workers, including beer to drink at work! It was safer to drink beer than water; which was often heavily
contaminated and polluted. Conditions were to improve after the passing of The Factories Act of 1847.
The Beerhouse Act 1830 enabled anyone to brew and sell beer, ale or cider, whether from a public house or their
own homes, upon obtaining a moderately priced licence. Being responsible for the process of making and
distributing beer, one such Brewer was my GGG Grandfather, William Miller MASTERS. Grain left out in the rain
will sprout which starts the malt process and develop the enzymes within the seeds. Preparing the malt from grain,
then donning the hat of the brewer, he turned the malt into beer. With no time for leisure, and even with the help
and his apprenticed son Frederick, it was back breaking and exhausting work for him. Hard work and inhaling the
grain dust for so long, William Miller Masters succumbed to a long-standing illness of the lungs and exhaustion and
died at only 51.
This writing is loosely non-fiction based on the life of my GGG Grandfather, William Miller MASTERS (the son
of Martin Kedgwin MASTERS (my GGGGF) and the father of Howard Masters (my GGF who migrated to
Australia in 1856). I have also introduced his Brewer son, Frederick Spencer MASTERS, Howard’s brother. I will
write more on Martin Kedgwin MASTERS in a future Journal.
It was difficult to expand on his life without showing the extent of the hop industry in Kent and the importance of
the brewers. The Factories Act 1847 (“The Ten Hours Act”), was crucial in shortening the working day. Hence it
was not only a great practical success; it was the victory of a principle; it was the first time that in broad daylight,
the political economy of the middle class succumbed to the political economy of the working class.
A Decree from Above!
Kent Archives and Local History. Hops in Kent. Online:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Factories_Act_1847
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