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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Welcome to another new year. It never ceases to amaze me that when you think you have all the
information available on your tree up pops another snippet of information - and off you go again. It is
a wonderful, time consuming passion. The more I attend our rooms and look through the resources
that are available the more disappointed I am that more of our members are not availing themselves
of all this valuable information that is there for your research.
We have recently installed a server (for want of a better name) on the computer network. This could
result in a few glitches on some programs. These will be rectified as they appear. As we have some
400 CDs to load onto the computers, using this facility will result in only having to install on one
computer, thus saving an enormous amount of time.
Members please keep your eyes on our website or on other communications that are sent out, as
frequently times may have been altered to fit in with our Workshop and Seminar speakers.
Our Christmas party was held in December, numbers attending were very disappointing so we are
planning to hold a function in July. More on that later. We also bid a farewell to Barbara Smith
recently. Barb has been a long time member, and will be sorely missed. Good luck in Port Macquarie,
Barb.
Please do not forget to book your time on the computers prior to your visit to our research rooms,
particularly if you are travelling some distance.
If you have any thoughts on how our Society can function more efficiently please let us know. Also
let us know of any resources that may help making the search for our ancestors easier.
Stan Gordon, President #1610

The tree of life for some has cast its shade. We must make sure their memories never fade.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATABASE OF AUSTRALIA
We have been advised that eight new datasets have been added to the BDA Database. This has added
250,000 records to the database which can be accessed through our Library subscription using the
shortcut on Computer 2.
New datasets added are:
 39th Regiment pay lists 1826-1833 (NSW, including Moreton Bay).
 Royal Veteran Company Pay Lists NSW 1810-1814.
 Convict Certificates of Freedom NSW 1823-1869.
 Convict Tickets of Leave NSW 1849-1875.
 Assisted Immigrants to NSW, Port Phillip & Moreton Bay 1839-1896 giving details of 191,934
immigrants to Sydney and Newcastle (1844-1896), Moreton Bay Qld (1844-1896) & Port Phillip,
Vic (1839-1851). The arrivals included 978 children aged under six. An additional 2,132
passengers died on the voyages (580 infants and the oldest aged 76).
 General Post Office - Unclaimed Letters NSW 1836-1852.
 Camperdown C of E Cemetery (Sydney NSW) Interment Register 1849-1853.
 Railway Passes NSW 1880-1892.
1
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There were many people who received one or more Tickets of Leave and lastly a Certificate of
Freedom and the BDA are working on a program to link a person's two data types and hope to have
that facility working in very early 2017. They are also working on Advanced Search which will
become available hopefully by the middle of 2017.
You can do a free search of the database at home on www.bda-online.org.au but will need to have a
subscription to access the records.
Marlene Gordon # 1307
NSW BDMs ONLINE
Some time ago when I was using the NSW BDMs online, I narrowed the searches for some of my
family members to see if I could find the ‘date of the event’ and found three records which resulted in
non-existent dates. Two of them showed 31st April and another 30th February. In a talk I heard after
the site was upgraded, the speaker suggested emailing the Registry if an entry seemed incorrect.
During January, I emailed the Registry and learnt the correct date of the events were 1st May and 1st
March which are the dates recorded on their indexes. The officer who replied told me there appears
to be an anomaly in the family history search parameters that includes 30th or 31st of a month when
the index date of event is the 1st of the following month and the index records did not contain the
invalid dates I reported. It was suggested that perhaps I should bear this in mind when I am searching
and if anything comes up with a date that doesn’t make much sense (e.g. 31/4/1889) it is not an error
in the index information, simply an anomaly of the search engine itself.
I thought this was worth sharing with other members who like to refine their searches.
Marlene Gordon #1307
COMPUTER RESOURCES
Before we re-opened our Research Room for 2017, we made some changes to our computers which
included loading more of our CD resources onto the computers so that it is no longer necessary to
load the CDs to access the records they contain.
The folders with shortcuts, etc. to the resources on the computer desktops are basically unchanged
but we hope that access to the records will now be easier. Some of the computer resources are now
also available on the View Scan computer but unfortunately there is no access possible to the Digger
databases, NSW BDM DOS based files and some other older CD resources.
Please remember to check our CHDFHS Library Catalogue which is available on all computers to
search for specific places, names, etc. to help you with your research. The Catalogue will tell you if
the resource is a book (reference or borrowing), microfiche, microfilm, CD, etc. and its location in
our library. If it shows the location of a CD is Computer, it will be accessible from the shortcut in a
computer desktop folder which will be shown (e.g. Computer: NSW), however if it shows CD, you
will need to use the colour coded CD from the shelf (e.g. CD: Lt. Blue).
This has been a long process and we are still ‘tweaking’ the resources and shortcuts on all the
computers and we would appreciate your patience. If you encounter any problems in accessing the
records – either ask the Monitor on duty to write it in the Monitors’ Logbook or email us at
coffsgenie@gmail.com.
Marlene Gordon #1307
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30 YEAR MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE RECIPIENT
Barbara Smith, Member #318, has relocated to the Port Macquarie district. Before she left Coffs
Harbour, the Committee held an afternoon tea in her honour and President Stan Gordon presented
Barb with a 30 Year Membership Certificate. Barb joined the Society on 17th January 1987. A
Certificate of Appreciation was also presented in recognition of Barb’s dedication to the Society in
serving on the Committee in various capacities and assisting researchers as a Monitor from 1987 to
2016.
Marlene Gordon #1307
DO YOU EVER YEARN FOR THE ‘GOOD OLD DAYS?’
The role of the housekeeper in Australia today is very different to that of a century ago – and dealing
with the laundry in those early days must have been very much a test of endurance for both the town
and country settlers – especially the women. Farm life in Australia especially in those days was tough
- often no corner store to buy goods from, no close friends to confide in and little help if one became
ill as with the endless bush the nearest neighbour or doctor was probably many horseback hours
away.
‘Lasseter’s - the Universal Providers’ was a Sydney store that had its origins in the colony from the
mid 1800’s. After successfully trading in George Street, the company decided to distribute a weighty,
over 1200 page mail order catalogue illustrating steam engines, agricultural machinery, tools,
builder’s hardware, light fittings, kitchen ranges, fireplace grates, cutlery, glassware, dinnerware and
other ceramics, furniture, drapery, millinery, tailoring and groceries. Almost every month for about a
decade until 1914 people from places near and far could have access to their enormous stock.
Country families especially would have looked forward to this wonderful book and pondering over
their orders would have been great fun as they chose the latest items for their needs.
The 1910 catalogue of 1287 pages makes fascinating reading. Several pages are devoted to laundry
gadgets – it would be fair to say that the average Australian country home in those times did not
boast a laundry as such - much less a fully equipped one. In fact if one existed at all it was probably
a skillion type structure, with a mangle standing uncompromisingly in a corner. Ugly and
cumbersome, it was the epitome of sheer hard work.
Ultra-modern laundries of the day may have possessed a washing machine. This could have been one
of the barrel type washers, made of wood and turned by a large wheel – by hand of course! Some
were even operated by a treadle. The clothes were disgorged into a tub for rinsing, passed through a
small wringer and into a basket to be carried to the clothes line. A machine like this required two
people to operate it successfully. Another type of washing machine was known as Bradford’s Patent.
It resembled a grain hopper and was turned by a cog wheel (12 shirts in 15 minutes) and weighed
1cwt 2qrs 10lbs. The price was £6/6/- without wringer. Yet another machine was rotund, shaped like
a large half cask and operated by a wheel.
Mostly, however wooden or galvanised iron tubs were used for washing the clothes with the aid of a
corrugated scrubbing board. These were the days when water had to be carried to the tubs. Piped
water was practically unknown – particularly in the country areas. Water had to be pumped from
underground wells or iron tanks in the yard or carried in buckets suspended from a wooden shoulder
yoke. The yoke was frequently used to fetch water from nearby creeks or rivers.
Many an enterprising character often lined his pockets filling a 100 gallon Furphy cart with water
from a river during the dry season and selling the water to needy householders. Furphy’s Farm Water
3
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Cart was a large barrel shaped tank on wheels with shafts and drawn by a horse. They were first
made in Victoria at Shepparton by J. Furphy and Sons and were a familiar sight in rural Australia and
later an essential piece of equipment during World War I. Drivers would share information and
gossip as they steered the carts around camps in Europe and the Middle East. The Furphy was usually
parked near the latrine and that's where soldiers could actually gather to spread a bit of gossip. Thus
‘a furphy’ became the Australian word for ‘an idle rumour or a false report’.
The ‘copper’ made of sheet iron stood proudly in the yard and the boiled clothes and bedding were
fished out with a pot stick into a tub and then carried to the clothesline. When a copper was not
available a kerosene tin was used.
You could choose your favourite iron from a fair selection of monstrosities: the charcoal iron with a
chimney; Mrs Pott’s iron with a detachable handle; the box iron; the flat iron; the asbestos iron (‘hot
iron, cool hands’) or a travelling iron which worked on the principle of the later spirit irons.
These mod cons of their day certainly provided a test of endurance for the user!
Maybe the early pioneers had the answer. Before the turn of the century, in the bush, they simply
took their clothes to the rivers or creek and hung them on handy bushes to dry and no doubt enjoyed
the serenity of the bushland as they worked.
Narelle Hoy Member #1300

GEMS SOURCED FROM TROVE
SWELTERING HEAT AT COFFS HARBOUR
3.

Daily Examiner (Grafton, NSW) Sat 15 Dec 1951, Page

Coffs Harbour sweltered this morning under the most severe heat-wave conditions the district has known for
many years. At 11 a.m. the official temperature at Coffs Harbour Post Office reached a maximum of 102.6
degrees F. During the entire morning, a scorching westerly wind made conditions almost unbearable in the
town area where high humidity added to the discomfort of a large Christmas shopping crowd. Fortunately the
wind changed to the south at about 1 p.m. and the thermometer dropped considerably.
Bush fire danger mounted rapidly with rising temperatures, but the keen vigilance of the forestry fire squads
and district residents was responsible for outbreaks being restricted to a few of minor nature. No outbreaks of
consequence were reported from State forestry areas.
SAWTELL PUBLIC SCHOOL

Coffs Harbour Advocate, Fri 13 Dec 1946, Page 4.

Results of November examinations were as follows:
Lower 1st: Beryl White 1, Barbara Brown 2, Marjorie Wright 3. Upper 1st: Margaret Young, Valerie Cook 2,
Maxine Dawson 3. 2nd Class: Barry Eather 1, Jeanette Norris 2, Mervyn Hunt 3. 3rd Class: Claire King 1,
Norman Hardaker 2, William Hughes, 3. 4th Class: Gladys Cook 1, Ian Maclean 2, Brian Kingston 3. 5th
Class: Dawn Brown 1, Robert McFadyen 2, Gloria Smith 3.6th Class: Fred Griffiths, Hedley Hardaker 2,
John Keys 3.
THE PRODUCER: The producer of the nice vegetables referred to in my last notes was Mrs R. M. LESLIE,
who is a keen gardener.
TALLY HO! TALLY HO! Foxes have been playing havoc among fowls and chickens. One night last week a
local resident lost 17 of the latter. Fully-grown birds are frequently disappearing as the result of nightly prowls
by foxes. Mr D. S. ANDERSON has just introduced three young beagle hounds from the South Coast and he
hopes to give the foxes tally ho in the near future! Bring out your red jacket and hurdler and a hunting we will
go!
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HOT DAY: The weather on Sunday was very hot and the local beaches and resorts were largely patronised.
Two or three busloads of visitors arrived, and the reserve and beaches wore an early holiday appearance.
RATION CARDS: The new ration cards were distributed here on Saturday and Sunday under the supervision
of the Deputy Returning Officer, Mr. Eric VEALE. His assistants were Messrs A. LEITCH, Allen DAGG and F.
MCCRISTAL. Everything passed off smoothly and efficiently.
CHRISTMAS TREE: This is Kiddie’s Week! Schools broke up on Thursday, a school juvenile ball is to be
held tonight and the Diggers are entertaining all children at a monster Christmas tree two days following.
SAWTELL C.W.A.: The monthly meeting of Sawtell CWA was held on Wednesday. It was decided to hold a
Blue and Gold Ball on March 28 next. A stall will be held on New Year's Day, at Bonville Reserve. Mrs
RICHARDSON handed in £6 4s, being proceeds of evenings organised by her. A vote of thanks was accorded
Mrs RICHARDSON and carried with acclamation. Mrs DURIE was thanked by the President for books donated to
the branch. Mrs BREEZE volunteered to look after a stall on Saturday assisted by Mesdames ERSKINE and
GRAY.
THE HEAT WAVE AUSTRALIA. NEARLY 200 DEATHS FROM HEAT APOPLEXY. ITS
SEVERITY IN NEW SOUTH WALES. BUSINESS SERIOUSLY INTERFERED WITH. PEOPLE
LEAVING BOURKE. (From Exchanges.)
Wellington Times and Agricultural Mining Gazette, Sat 25 Jan 1896, Page 3: (sic)
The long continuance of the unprecedented heat wave in New South Wales is proving a very serious matter to
the residents in some of the districts, especially in the western portion of the colony. Over 135 deaths from
heat apoplexy have occurred in New South Wales, and to this number Bourke has already contributed 40. The
matter has become so serious that the railway authorities have commenced running trains at special cheap
fares, to enable the residents to seek a cooler climate, and a great number are availing themselves of the
opportunity. In many parts, to add to the difficulties of situation, the water supply is running short and typhoid
fever and kindred diseases are very prevalent. The hospitals are all full of patients, suffering either from fever
or sunstroke. To farmers and graziers the continued heat is proving very serious, the feed being withered up,
tanks dry, and horses, sheep, and cattle dying by hundreds, and many settlers' homes have been destroyed by
the bush fires. Never in the history of New South Wales has such a continuance of fierce heat been known.
From West Australia also come reports of intense heat, Geraldton topping the record with 125 degrees in the
shade. The telegrams from various places include the following:
BREWARINNA, January 18. A pleasant breeze sprang up last evening, which was refreshing after the
excessive heat of the day. Considerable sickness prevails here and another death from heat apoplexy has
occurred at Maylands, on the Culgoa River. The thermometer registered 116deg. in the shade to-day.
BOURKE, January 18. The glass was at 116 to-day. The continuous heat is causing much sickness and
fatality. Three more deaths are reported to-day, the victims being Michael COLEMAN, drover; Mrs
KERMOD, widow; John MATTHEWS, wool presser. The total number of deaths since last Sunday morning is
25. Many women and children are leaving Bourke for Sydney and the mountains daily.
BOURKE, Jan 21. Two deaths are reported from heat apoplexy, bringing the record to 35. The average heat
for the month to date has been 112 in the shade, and for the past four days 118. A large number of people left
Bourke by train this morning, and cheap excursion trains have been specially provided, and will be largely
patronised to-morrow. The residents are panic-stricken, and hundreds are leaving for a cooler climate.
WILCANNIA, January 18. Yesterday the heat was again intense, the thermometer registering 112, while
today it reached 118. Two deaths occurred during the night, one being a child and the other the Rev FATHER
DAVERN who expired shortly before 2 o'clock this morning. The rev. gentleman had been in delicate health for
some time, and was to have left for Broken-hill yester-day for a two months' vacation, but postponed his
departure owing to the oppressive weather. He became worse during the afternoon, and lost consciousness at
11 o'clock last night. FATHER DAVERN has been a resident of Wilcannia for eight years. He was universally
respected, his acts of charity having extended to members of all denominations. Reports have been received
from the town and district of many cases of illness. The glass is now standing at over 100deg. without any
prospect of a change.
WILCANNIA, January 19: Three more deaths have occurred here from the heat, Mesdames
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HEDGER, EDMOND, and WHITE succumbing to the extremely high temperature.
CARRATHOOL, January 20, The weather is again extremely hot, the thermometer yesterday recording 104
in the shade. Today, at 10 o'clock, 99 was recorded, at noon109, and at 3 o'clock 115 with a scorching
northerly wind, and dust. To-night the weather is dull and oppressive, and a thunderstorm is threatening. At 8
o'clock the glass still showed 101.
HAY, January 18, The weather continues to be the prevailing topic of conversation; today was the hottest of
the season, the glass registering 113.5.
DENILIQUIN, January 13, In consequence of the drought and scarcity of feed, the Riverina freezing works
here will close down this week for several months, or, at any rate until the drought breaks up. This will throw
nearly 150 men out of employment. The weather today is very hot, the thermometer registering 108.
ST. MARYS, January 20, After three days of cool weather, a change has come, and today was somewhat
similar to last Monday. The thermometer stood at 109 in the shade, and at 7 p.m. was still over 100. One child
has died through the effects of the heat. Today, a number of the employees at the different factories were
prostrated. The want of, a permanent supply of water is badly felt, and the outlook is serious.
BULLI, January 20. A woman has been brought to the Bulli Hospital in a demented condition, suffering from
sunstroke. She was tramping the roads, with her husband, two days before, when she was prostrated by a
sunstroke. Her husband carried her through all the sweltering heat to Bulli, taking two days over the journey.
Telegrams from many other places have similar tales to tell of extreme heat. Nyngan reports 114deg. At
Lithgow coal-mining is seriously interfered with, the furnaces having been shut down owing to scarcity of
water, throwing a lot of men out of employment. At Mudgee, Henry LAMBERT was sunstruck and the
Cudgegon River and Lawson's Creek have stopped running, Gilgunnia reports 112 deg. with an increase of
sickness, one child dying from the effects of the heat. Greta reports 110deg. many cattle and other stock
perishing. At Singleton two men, G. CLARKE and O. SOLOMON, were taken to the hospital supposed to be
suffering from typhoid fever, but it turned out to be sunstroke. At Tamworth the maize is wilting and turning
yellow. Tenterfield, 106 deg. grass and young crops withering. Windsor, 112deg. Lyndhurst, 110 deg., and
water very scarce. Murwillumbah reports 110deg. for five days. At Nymagee, 114 deg. the drinking water
was condemned by doctors as being quite unfit to drink, and very conductive to hydatids.
January 22. At Bourke to-day the thermometer marked 120 in the shade. Almost all business places, except
hotels, are closed. Heavy clouds are now hanging about, and there are hopes of rain. Two more deaths have
taken place. Four deaths from heat occurred last week at Gundabooka. Many persons left Bourke by special
excursion train this morning. The hospital is crowded with patients.
BRISBANE, January 22.The weather has been exceedingly oppressive to-day, being the highest record for the
summer. A high "shade" temperature prevails throughout the colony, the principal being Thargomindah and
Cunnamulla, 113, Bolton, 112, Isisford, 110. Roma reports all crops withering. A Thargomindah telegram
states that five more sudden deaths have occurred in the district, all attributed to heat.
SYDNEY, Latest advices from Sydney, under Thursday's date, report that a welcome change in the weather,
accompanied by a fall of rain, has taken place New South Wales on the coast and highlands. In the far
West it is still hot, while in the north thunderstorms of cyclonic violence are reported.
West Australian telegrams report:
GERALDTON, January 19, Weather very hot. 125deg. in the shade yesterday. A great deal of sickness
prevalent, and water scarce.
KALGOORLIE, January 19, The heat on Friday was intense. Mr Z. LANE lost by sunstroke a pair of horses
which he was driving to Coolgardie. At night a heavy dust storm accompanied by lightning and rain, occurred.

GENEALOGY EVENTS – WHAT’S ON
22-24 Sept 2017
“Your Family Story: Telling, Recording and Preserving” in Orange: NSW/ACT
Association of Family History Annual Conference. The conference is being hosted by Orange Family History
Group. More information at: https://yourfamilystoryinorange.wordpress.com/
25 Nov 2017
The Descendants of Frederick Horatio and Jane (nee Eckford) DIXON are holding a family
reunion at Maitland NSW to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Fred’s arrival in Australia. Some associated
families are: BAKER, BELL, BLACK, CAPP, CLIFT, COWARD, ECKFORD, GALLEN, HILLS, MITCHEL, MUIRHEAD,
PATERSON, SUTERS, TAIT, VOLMER & WALTERS.
For further details: go to fhdixonreunion.weebly.com
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9-12 March 2018
15th Australasian Congress Genealogy & Heraldry 2018 “Bridging the Past &
Future”, International Convention Centre, Darling Harbour, Sydney. More
Information at http://www.congress2018.org.au/
Our Workshops and Seminars are listed under the Workshops Heading in this journal as well as on our
Website. For a listing of more events, go to http://www.unlockthepast.com.au/events/all
If there are any other events you would like included in the next Journal please give the details to Narelle Hoy,
our Journal Editor.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members to our Society since our last issue of Genie Allergy and
wish you well with your research.
Louise Gill #1885
Cheryl Chivers #1887

Peter Baehnk #1886

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS, CONTACT DETAILS, ETC
If a Membership Application/Renewal Form is included with this Journal, your membership is due
for renewal before 1st June 2017. Cash and cheque payments may be made at the Society’s rooms;
cheque payments mailed to PO Box 2057, Coffs Harbour, 2450; or electronic funds transfer (EFT) to
our bank account will be accepted (see procedure on form).
IT IS ESSENTIAL that a form is completed for all membership renewals at the time you are
paying your renewal. If you choose to pay by direct deposit into the Society’s bank account,
PLEASE EMAIL a copy of the completed form to coffsgenie@gmail.com so that both the
Treasurer and Membership Secretary are aware of the deposit. You can also use the form for changes
to your contact details.
When you have renewed your membership, your new card will be placed in the Card Box on the
Admin Desk in our Research Room for your collection, unless you attach a stamped addressed
envelope when it will be mailed to you.
Marlene Gordon – Membership Secretary #1307
ORDERING FamilySearch FILM / FICHE
Please contact me if you need help in locating and ordering microfilms/fiche. The order book is under
the desk where the book scanner is located.
• To find the details of film you would like to order go to www.familySearch.org
• On the menu bar go to Catalogue, click on Place Search, enter the town you are looking for and
choose your country. This will then open to what records you are searching for. Alternatively you can
browse by location, choose your country, this will then open to the records listed available for that
country.
• Orders to be entered into the RED FOLDER beside the FamilySearch cabinet with name and
telephone number. The cost is $9 per film/fiche and a receipt will be issued.
• PLEASE allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. You will be notified when your film arrives.
• Please supply film/fiche numbers (if applicable), place and whether they are Parish Records,
Census, and Bishops Transcripts etc.
• Films may be viewed anytime during normal opening hours however please phone the rooms and
book a time if you would like to use the View Scan.
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FamilySearch: A GUIDE to the BRITISH BATCHES created by Archer Software
This website lists the extracted batches for the British Isles - previously formed part of the IGI.
The introduction is self-explanatory and easy to use.
This site is worth a look and although it doesn't offer all the information provided by the IGI Batch.
Numbers Website created by Hugh Wallis, it updates and amplifies much of that information.
Look at: www.archersoftware.com.uk/igi/
Helen Hull #1324 FamilySearch Administrator 6652 3339
WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS
MARCH WORKSHOP: We will not be holding a normal Workshop on the fourth Saturday of March this
year. In lieu of the normal Workshop we are holding a Workshop specifically for our Library Monitors for them
to receive some Hands-on Training in the use of our resources and equipment to assist them to assist members
and visitors with their research.
Date/Time
April 22
1.30 pm

Occasion
Workshop

Topic
New Evidence for Convicts
to NSW 1788 -1840

Presenters
Nola Mackey

May 27
10 am – 4 pm

SEMINAR

Asylum Records: A Place
to Look for Missing
Ancestors; and
Victorian Resources for
Family History Research

Shauna Hicks

June 24
1.30 pm

Extraordinary
General
Meeting
& Workshop
Social Event

Q & A Session

Society
members

July 22

Christmas in July

August 12
10am – 1pm

Workshop

English and Scottish
Research

Kerry
Farmer

September
23
1.30 pm

AGM &
Workshop

To be confirmed

To be
confirmed

October 28
10 am – 4 pm

SEMINAR

A Journey of Discovery
using Family Search

Paul Parton

November 25
1.30 pm

Workshop

To be confirmed

To be
confirmed

Venue
Uniting
Church
Hall
Vernon St
Cavanbah
Hall,
Harbour
Drive, Coffs
Harbour
Uniting
Church
Hall
Vernon St
To be
confirmed
Uniting
Church
Hall,
Vernon St
Uniting
Church
Hall
Vernon St
Cavanbah
Hall,
Harbour
Drive, Coffs
Harbour
Uniting
Church
Hall,
Vernon St

Details
Members free
Non Members
$5
Members $25,
Non Members
$30
Incl. morning
tea & light
lunch
Members free
Non Members
$5
To be
confirmed
Members free
Non Members
$5
As above

Members $25,
Non Members
$30
Incl. morning
tea & light
lunch
Members free
Non Members
$5

Sharon Ingersole #1548 Workshop Co-Ordinator
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ITEMS of INTEREST from EXCHANGE JOURNALS
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?
 Oct 2016: Page 10 Ireland’s BMD Records now free online; Page 13 Ancestry adds calendar entries (more
on UK Govt Probate Service website); Page 17 Getting Started Part 1; Page 49 Best Websites – Obscure
Occupations; Page 59 How to Catalogue your Family History Photos (using Adobe Bridge free app); and
Page 81 Around Britain – Newcastle.
 Nov 2016: Page 17 Getting Started Part 2; Page 24 Children in the Workhouse; and Page 81: Around
Britain – Brighton.
UK FAMILY TREE:
Nov 2016: Page 24 Discover the World’s Largest Family History Website (FamilySearch); Page 35 The
Census Made Easy; Page 38 10 Essential Records for Scottish Ancestors; Page 43 Get Your Records Straight
(organiser tips); Page 49 Trace Your Family Worldwide; and Page 75 Design Your Own Family History
Website.
Dec 2016: Page 7 National Records of Scotland Relaunches Scotland’s People; Page 10 How to Research
from Your Armchair; Page 16 Occupations in the Past – Earning a Crust (Village Life); and Page 22, Ten
Unmissable Sources for Irish Ancestors.
INSIDE HISTORY:
 Winter 2016: Page 26 Free Resources (several useful suggestions).
 Spring 2016: Page 24 What’s New Online; and Page 38 Researching Your Welsh Family History.
FAMILY HISTORY GROUPS, ETC.:
Carillon Chimes Nov 2016 No 166 (Bathurst Family History Group Inc.): Page 10 Archive Resources Kit
(ARK) – worth reading. Remember we have a large amount of the ARK in our Room and Coffs Harbour City
Library has additional.
The Hawkesbury Crier Sep 2016 (Hawkesbury Family History Group): Page 5 Focus on CWGC Site; and
Page 7 Citing Your Sources. Both excellent articles.
Maitland Reminiscences Oct 2016 Vol 18 No 3 (Maitland & District Genealogical Soc. Inc): Pages 9-10
Indexes by James Donohue: “Para census of Australia 1788-1828” and “Births in Australia 1788-1828”.
Worth reading the item which shows that these indexes are a wealth of information. We have both of these
resources in our Library on CD.
Family Ties Dec 2016 Vol 20 No 2 (Bundaberg Genealogical Assoc. Inc): Page 10 National Archives of
Australia.
Spreading Branches Nov 2016 Issue 110 (Narre Warren & District Family History Group Inc.): Page 3
Preserving your Genealogical Research (good article).
Peninsula Past Times Nov 2016 No 144 (Mornington Peninsula Family History Soc. Inc.): Page 16
Migrant Settlement Act 1922 continued (surnames starting with Br).
Dunedin NZ Family History Group Newsletter Nov 2016: Page 2 Mataura and their War Memorials; and
Page 7 Members Experience with DNA Testing.
Our Society subscribes to some journals and exchanges journals/newsletters with a large number of other
societies and groups (family history and historical societies, etc.). Members are able to borrow ‘exchange
journals’ from our research room. If you see an article listed below that you would like to read, feel free to
borrow it on your next visit to our room. Also check the districts these journals are from and if there is an area
not covered, let me know and we will do our best to track it down for you.
Leonie Baker, Exchange Journals Officer #769

USEFUL WEBSITES, ETC. FOR GENEALOGY
* The General Register Office (GRO) has put new, improved indexes to England/Wales births 1837-1915
and deaths 1837-1957 online. They were created independently, so they avoid many of the mistakes in the old
indexes. They show mother's maiden name for births even *before* 1911, and age at death even *before*
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1865. But be careful with the death index! If it says 'Age 11yrs', it may really be 11 days, 11 weeks or 11
months. If you're searching for the death of an infant under one year, entering a zero as instructed may give a
false negative result. It's best to search without specifying the age.
Being able to search by mother's maiden name makes it easier to find births of children who died aged under
10 who won't appear on a census. Use a checklist, because you can only search 5 years at a time and you have
to search for males/females separately. I often search at https://www.freebmd.org.uk/ first, list the
possibilities, then use the new GRO indexes, www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp, to get
more details. Thanks to Judy Webster Qld Genealogy for this info.
* New tool for State Records NSW indexes: Digital historian Tim Sherratt has developed a tool that harvests
data from all digitised records from State Records NSW's wonderful collections, making them available for
download in CSV format. This means you can easily search and sort results without having to manually type
in multiple spellings of a name, potentially saving a lot of time for those of us with NSW or colonial era
ancestry. More at https://github.com/wragge/srnsw-indexes
* FamilySearch (free) additions include: Dordogne, France 1856 Census; and Transvaal, South Africa
1869-1958 Probate Records.
* Ancestry has added many records including: Australia Births and Baptisms 1792-1981; Tasmania
Passenger and Crew Lists 1834-1837 and 1841-1887; and Baden, Germany Lutheran Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials 1783-1875.
* FindMyPast has also added additional datasets including: NSW Passenger Lists (Assisted and Unassisted);
Mackay, Queensland Funeral Notices and Funeral Director Records; Queensland Passports Index 1915-1925
and Custom House Shipping Passengers and Crew 1852-1885; Victoria Petty Sessions Registers;
Leicestershire, England Parish Records, Marriage Licenses, Wills and Probate Records, Electoral Registers;
Rutland, England Parish Records; Buckinghamshire, England Marriage Records; Scotland Non-Old Parish
Registers Vital Records 1647-1875; and Hesse, Germany Marriages 1874-1930 and Deaths 1851-1955.
* The Genealogist has added more records including: Hampshire Parish Records Baptisms 1538-1751,
Marriages 1538-1753 and Burials 1838-1865; and Warwickshire Parish Records (more records added).
NOTE: Our Society has subscriptions to Ancestry, Findmypast and The Genealogist AND remember to keep
re-check sites you have searched before as most are constantly adding new records, especially Trove
Newspapers, Findmypast, Ancestry, The Genealogist, etc.
All links were checked and valid on 3 February 2017.
REMEMBER: Keep checking sites you have searched before as most are constantly adding new records,
especially Trove Newspapers, Findmypast, Ancestry, The Genealogist, etc.

NEW RESOURCES
BOOKS:
ST STEPHENS CHURCH KURRAJONG PARISH REGISTER Vol 2 1903-1936
THE GREAT WAR: The People’s Story. Donated - Alice Baker
YOUNG LAWN CEMETERY
CDs:
PIONEERS & SETTLERS IN THE POLICE DISTRICT OF KIAMA PRIOR TO 1920 Vol 2
1861 CENSUS BRITISH SHIPS IN HOME PORTS
1861 CENSUS SHIPPING AT SEA & PORTS ABROAD
1861 CENSUS ROYAL NAVY AT SEA& PORTS ABROAD

Choosing new resources for our Society is often a difficult job for the Committee and we welcome
input from our members. We try to choose resources that will be well used by many and cover a
broad field. If you would like to offer suggestions please fill out the form which is in the Brown
Folder on the Admin Desk in our rooms and place in the Resources Tray near the Admin Computer.
Gloria Small – Resources Officer #435
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MEMBER ENTITLEMENTS








Use of Society’s resources including books, microfilms, microfiche, computer system etc
Receive quarterly Journal Genie-Allergy
Attend meetings and monthly workshops
Guidance with research in our library
Resource borrowing scheme
Free entries in Member’s Interests Directory
2 hours free research per year for members who are resident 50km or more from Coffs Harbour.
JOURNAL DEADLINES

#
#
#
#

1st February
1st May
1st August
1st November

1st Quarter
2nd Quarter
3rd Quarter
4th Quarter

ITEMS FOR SALE

March Issue
June Issue
September Issue
December Issue

Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries re their
research, or questions about research for inclusion in our Journal.
Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be
included in the next available issue.

MIDWIVES: Coffs
Harbour District,
Bellingen & Dorrigo,
Nambucca Valley

COFFS HARBOUR
DISTRICT PRE 1930
PIONEER REGISTER

$20.00 each

$20.00 each

20c ea.

Family Group Sheets

20c ea.

Pedigree Chart

20c ea.

Printouts from Computer

20c ea.

Photocopies A4

20c ea.

Brothers Keeper Family Tree CD

DAD’S
DIARIES
The
diaries of
Roy
Jordan,
son of
Walter
George
Jordan, a
pioneer of
the Coffs
district.

$18.00

Plus $15.00 P&H

Plus $7.50 P&H

Pedigree Charts

$3.00 ea.

Legacy Family Tree Standard CD

$3.00 ea.

Researcher’s Notebook

$2.00 ea.

Convict Research Booklet

$2.00 ea.

Beginning Your Family History
Booklet

$2.00 ea.

Replacement Card Holders
Seven Generation Charts A3

50c ea
$5.00 ea.

COFFS HARBOUR AND DISTRICT
WORLD WAR I VOLUNTEERS’
LETTERS HOME (as published in ‘Coffs
Harbour and Dorrigo Advocate’)

COFFS HARBOUR AND DISTRICT
WORLD WAR I HONOUR BOARDS
$6.00 each

Writing Family
History
Templates and Guide
Dr Noeline Kyle 2009

CATHOLIC PARISH,
COFFS HARBOUR
1906-2006

If you would like to purchase any of
these items, please ask the Duty
Monitor when in our Research Room
or phone or email the Society

ST AUGUSTINE’S SCHOOL
COFFS HARBOUR
1913-2013

PRICE: $10.00

(includes Book & CD)

CORA NUM BOOKS

The Coffs Harbour Story Part 1
The Way It Was
Coffs Harbour 150 Years Old
– Looking Back in 2011
Jack Gerard the Showman
100 Years on the Eastern Dorrigo
Jack Hurley and The Lions Road
OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE BY SPECIAL ORDER

By Tony Morley

$10 each

How Did They Get Here? Arrivals after 1924 $10.00
Shipping and Migration Research on the Internet $12.00
DVDs PRODUCED BY GRAHAM BELL
$20 EACH

CLARENCE VALLEY
WORLD WAR I VOLUNTEERS

$30 .00
each
plus
P&H

A most informative record of those who served in
WWI from the Clarence Valley area which
encompasses quite a large part of NSW (includes
Coffs Harbour, Woolgoolga, Dorrigo, Ebor,
Gleniffer, etc).
It gives details of where units were sent, lists
Gallipoli casualties, deaths and awards,
chronological battle information and an
alphabetical list of volunteers with a brief
description of each.

